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In The Beginning 

The Royal Tip 

In the beginning a group of Ocean Grove folk decided that it was feasible and reasonably 
comfortable to play the game of golf on the local tip. This they alluded to as the “Royal Tip” as 
evidenced by the membership cards that they had printed and allocated. A copy of one of these 
original cards is shown below. 

It is my understanding that these players came together as early as 1983/84 and increased in 
numbers to the extent that they and their families and friends numbered about 60. They played 
mainly on Sundays. No handicapping system was in place as the course was not a recognised 
course with affiliation. 

The Boat Ramp Motel, opposite the tip was the venue for their socialising and many happy 
occasions were enjoyed including the arrival of Santa in a helicopter one Christmas. In these early 
days there were no buildings at the Tip Course and all social activities were conducted remotely. 

Although this group of players were not strictly members of the Ocean Grove Golf Club, I have 
included this page in the History as an interesting read. 

 
Royal Tip Golf Club - Membership Card 
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Course Construction (1974 - 1978) 

In 1974 the Bellarine Shire Council decided that the Ocean Grove tip was approaching the end of 
its useful life. The tip was partially constructed over swampland and the fill had been used to 
alleviate flooding in the area. As the area was unsuitable for building construction a decision was 
made to convert the tip land into useful recreational property by the building of a golf course over 
the tip filled area. It was proposed that tipping operations would continue alongside the new 
course but only for a limited period. In the long term, all areas used for dumping would be 
reclaimed and converted into golf course 

Early in 1975 application was made to the Federal government for a grant under the Regional 
Rural Employment Development Scheme. 

The application was successful and funds of $16,500 were allocated for the initial stages of a par 
3, 9-hole golf course. The “Echo” newspaper reported on the 6th December, 1978 that “this 
preliminary work provided employment for six men over a four month period”. 

As the reclamation of the tip area expanded, fairways were sown down and some 1500 native 
trees planted. Greens and tees on 3 fairways west of the creek were partially formed. A substantial 
part of the course area was originally swampy marshland and the creek was dredged and widened 
to provide an area of tidal influenced water from the Barwon River. This draining action, together 
with the provision of earth fill, enabled the construction of greens and fairways that would be 
playable for 12 months of the year. 

Following an allocation of $20,000 from Council’s loan program 1977-78, the shaping of greens 
and tees were completed. All greens were sown and tees covered with turf sods cut from selective 
areas around the course.  

The course was nearly “playable” when heavy storms resulted in a large quantity of seed being 
washed from many greens particularly the batter areas. It took another two months for continued 
top-dressing and over-sowing of the effected greens to re-establish them.  

The course became very popular with the local people and, over a period of time an unofficial club 
was established. These people called themselves the “Royal Tip” Golf Club and they met every 
Sunday. The golf was purely social in nature and unofficial handicaps were the order of the day. 
When the numbers playing approached 60 it became apparent that something more was needed. 
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1985 - Formation of the Ocean Grove Golf Club Inc 

Mr. Graham Absolom prepared a 
letter which was sent to all 
members of the Old Tip. In it he 
advised that on Monday 2nd July 
1985, a meeting was to be 
conducted at the Ocean Grove 
Bowling Club to discuss the 
formation of an affiliated club to 
be known as the Ocean Grove Golf 
Club. 

The extent of community interest 
can be gauged by the fact that 85 
people attended the meeting, 
despite it being held on a Monday 
night. Mr. Keith McLeod and Mr. 
Vic Pedlar had prepared an initial 
Constitution and Rules document. 
The contents of this document 
were discussed at length and it 
was moved and accepted that it 
form the basis for the 
inauguration of the new club.  

Mr. Vic Pedlar was nominated as 
President, Mr. Graeme Reilly was 
nominated as Vice-President, Mr. 
Herb Carmody was nominated as 
Treasurer, Mr. Graham Absalom 
was nominated as Secretary and 
Mr. Neville Ludeman was 
nominated as Club Captain. The 
inaugural Committee members 
were Mr. Peter Davis, Mr. Ivan 
Ross Mr. Keith McLeod, Mr. Joe 
Kingwell and Mr. Jack Johnson. 

Cr. Palenthorpe presented all Committee Members with badges of office. Graham Absalom was 
then appointed as the Public Officer and he was provided with $60 from the Club’s funds with 
which to make application to have the Ocean Grove Golf Club incorporated under the provisions 
of the Associations Incorporations Act 1981. 

On Tuesday, 10th September, 1985, the first moves towards affiliation with the Geelong and 
District Golf Association were made when Mr. Neville Ludeman and Mr. Graham Absalom 
attended the Association quarterly meeting as guests. At this meeting they held discussions with 
the Executive Committee in respect to requirements for application for affiliation.  
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From Left to Right 

Joe Kingwell, Neville Ludeman, Vic Pedlar, Graham Absolam, Cynthia Potter 

One of the requirements for obtaining a Course Rating required an inspection by members of 
Committee of the Geelong and District Association. At the Committee Meeting held at the Ocean 
Grove Bowling Club on the 12th September, 1985, it was decided that an invitation would be 
extended to the Geelong and District Association Committee to play at Ocean Grove Golf Course 
on Saturday 26th October, 1985. This would enable them to inspect the course as the first step 
towards obtaining a Course Rating with the Association. Mr. K Sizer and Mr. R. Russell accepted 
the invitation. The inspections resulted in the Course Rating being officially set at 61. 

The first couple of Committee meetings were quite exciting for those involved at the Committee 
level. The official opening day for the course had been set as Sunday 13th October 1985. The 
preparation for this auspicious occasion was extensive. The Match Committee had to finalize and 
print the syllabus, sponsors were being sought for the 1985/86 year, a handicapper had to be 
appointed and a public figure invited to “strike the first ball in anger” on Opening Day. The 
Secretary was also required to advertise the Opening Day in the Public Notices of the Geelong 
Advertiser on Saturday, 12th October, 1985. Cr. Nairn accepted the offer to hit-off at 8.30am on 
Sunday 13th October as the official Council representative for the opening day of the Course. 
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The “TIN SHED” Years 1986 - 1992 

 

 

 
Neville Ludeman and Vic Pedlar in “Wet 

Weather” gear. 

 

Vic Pedlar and Peter Davis hard at work 
collecting green fees in the Tin Shed  . 

 

1986 

Decisions also had to be made regarding Membership Fees. After some discussion the Club fees 
for 1986/87 were set as an Initial Joining Fee of $10 and an Annual Subscription of $15. Junior 
Membership for those aged 16 and under or full-time students up to 18 years would be charged 
the normal Joining Fee and 50% of yearly subscriptions. Club Member’s Tags were purchased and 
issued with renewals. At this time in the Club’s history, green fees were still payable. Membership 
of the club entitled the member to enter competitions (Competition Fee was $1) and to establish 
and maintain a handicap. 

The Club agreed to pay the Council 80% of all memberships and 85% of all green fees collected as 
payment for the use of the course.  

The Council initially limited preferential Tee Times for members to the hours between 8.00 am – 
9.30 am on Saturdays and Sundays. With the continuing growth in the number of members it 
became apparent that the number of players wanting to play in the Club competitions could not 
be catered for within these restricted times.  

A letter was sent to the Council requesting that the spread of preferential times be increased to 
Tuesdays 8.00 am to 10.30 am and 4.30 pm to 6.00 pm, Thursdays 8.00 am to 10.30 am and 
Saturdays and Sundays 8.00 am to 10.30 am and 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm. 

The Committee were always on the lookout for potential sponsors and ways to make money to add 
the Club’s coffers. One very successful enterprise involved the Ocean Grove Hotel. They were 
coerced into holding a Nearest the Pin Competition adjacent to the hotel. The competition ran over 
the entire weekend of the 15th and 16th March 1986. The hotel donated cash prizes of $25 for each 
day and a further $25 for the overall winner of the two days competition. Competitors were 
charged $2 for 5 shots. The hotel presented the club with $305 dollars at the completion of the 
Sunday competition. 

As the club developed, the degree of open competition between the Golf Club members and 
members of the community at large was increasing. The members of the Ocean Grove Golf Club 
issued a challenge to Barwon Grove to meet them in a 9 hole competition to be played on the 
Ocean Grove course. The first official Ocean Grove/Barwon Heads challenge match was played on 
Sunday 13th April 1986. Following the game all players mixed socially at a barbecue held at Elliot 
Hall. 

The members now had a taste for competition and the gauntlet was thrown down to the members 
of the Football club. It should be mentioned here that, in the early days of the club, the Ocean 
Grove Football Club provided a great deal of support in respect to voluntary labour around the 
club and the collection of green fees from the shed.  
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The challenge match was held on Sunday, 25th May, 1986. Once again the competition was 
followed by a Barbecue, this time conducted at the Football club’s premises. 

The August/September syllabus of 1986 gave some indication of the success that the Committee 
was having obtaining sponsors and also in involving other community members. Sunday, 17th 
August – Quarterly Cup; Sunday 31st August – Mackay Steel Sponsored Day; Sunday 7th 
September – Westpac Sponsored Day; Sunday 21st September – Captain’s Day; Sunday 28th 
September – Barwon Grove Challenge. 

On the 12th August 1986, Ocean Grove Golf Club applied for admittance as an Affiliated Country 
club. It was decided by the Committee that, subject to the success of the application, Ocean Grove 
would enter a Pennant Team into the approaching session. 

 

File:570122         May 22nd, 1986. 

JEFFREYS/gw 

 

Mr. G. Absolom, 

Secretary, 

Ocean Grove Golf Club, 

4 Hilda Avenue, 

Ocean Grove 3226. 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

I refer to your letter of the 7th April, 1986 requesting Council 

approval to site a temporary clubhouse adjacent to the existing 

toilet block at the Ocean Grove Golf Course. 

 

I wish to advise that the Council adopted the recommendation 

of the Technical and Physical Services Committee that:- 

 

1.  Council approve the proposed site of the Ocean Grove Golf Club’s temporary clubrooms. 

 

2. On completion of the Wallington Recreation Reserve Hall,  
the Ocean Grove Golf Course be allocated a relocatable 
building for use as a temporary clubhouse. 

 

Should any further information be required concerning this 

letter, please contact Mr. P. Jeffreys of the Engineering 

Department. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

I.N. COUPER 

Shire manager/Shire Engineer 
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The First AGM of the Ocean Grove Golf 
Club 

The first AGM was held on the 20th October, 1986. Vic 
Pedlar, the Club President indicated that 176 people 
had become members of the Club during the 1985/86 
golf year. He went on to mention a number of 
significant milestones achieved during the first year.  

These included: 

• Incorporation of the Ocean Grove Golf Club; 

• Establishment of a Greens Committee; 

• Relationship developed with the Shire of 
Bellarine; 

• Course improvements made by the Ocean 
Grove Golf Club working bees; 

• Planning and funding for extensions to the 
course; 

• Clubhouse developments; 

• Financial status; 

• Establishment of Club identity through 
jumpers, logos and caps; 

• Acceptance of the Club by the Geelong and 
District Golf Association; 

• Interaction with other sporting groups; 

• Success of the inaugural Presentation Night. 

After his presentation Vic Pedlar declared all positions vacant and called for nominations. The 
voting saw Vic Pedlar re-elected unopposed as the President of the club. Peter Goghlan was 
elected as Vice-President and Graham Absalom, Cynthia Potter and Neville Ludeman were elected 
to the positions of Secretary, Treasurer and Club Captain respectively. The elected Committee 
members were: Peter Davis, Greg Hovenden, Dale Park, John Rimmer and John Rynkiewicz. It 
was at the Annual Meeting that Mr. Ted Sapwell invited any members who were aged sixty and 
over to play in the Geelong Veterans. From this simple invitation would later develop a section of 
the Golf Club who would prove to be untiring in their support of the Club. 

Control and co-ordination of the handicapping was handed over to Ray Danks on the 28th October 
1986. 

The Christmas break-up for the 1986 season was held at Kingston Park on Sunday the 21st 
December. Adults provided their own refreshments. Lollies and drinks were provided for the 
children. 
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In the early days the tee box was manned by 
volunteers and members of the Ocean Grove 

football club. 

David Kee keeps a watchful eye on a couple of 
members of the football club 

1987 

1987 was a very eventful year for the club. The application for affiliation had been approved and it 
was decided to enter a Pennant team into the competition. The first Pennant Match was held on 
Saturday 20th March at Port Arlington Golf Course. The inaugural Pennant team consisted of: 
Neville Ludeman, Dale Park, Danny Steven, Bruce Fletcher, Ray Normington, Gordon Moloney 
and Greg Havendon. Ocean Grove lost 6-1. Danny Steven holds the honour of being the first 
Ocean Grove Pennant player to win a game. 

It was also to be an eventful year for the ladies within the club. Around 38 ladies were involved in 
playing golf on a regular basis at Ocean Grove. The ladies had a reserved tee time allocated to 
them on Thursday mornings from 9.30 am onwards. The competition was keen and Mrs. T 
McDonald wrote to the Committee on the 6th March 1987, requesting that consideration be given 
to forming a self sufficient independent Ladies Committee within the Club. As a result of the 
letter, a Special Meeting of the Ocean Grove Golf Club Committee was convened on the 29th of 
March. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the introduction of 4 new by-laws into the 
Club’s constitution.  

By-law 1 concerned the affiliation of the lady members of the club with the Victorian Ladies Golf 
Union and the Geelong and South Western District Golf Association. 

By-law 2 covered the formation of The Ocean Grove Golf Club Ladies Committee. 

By-law 3 detailed the audit requirements of the Ladies Committee. 

By-law 4 contained details of all provisions of rules and subsections of the Golf Club constitution 
which would required to be modified to include the ladies affairs within the club. 

These By-laws were discussed and approved and the Ladies Committee was born. 

In its early days the club was operating from a tiny portable shed erected on the site. Approaches 
had been made to the Council for a more substantial structure. Council had indicated that a 
relocatable building was due to become available in Werribee. However early in March 1986, a 
letter was received from the Council stating that the promised building would, in fact, not be 
available. The Committee, upon receipt of the news, prepared a letter to Council requesting that 
Council make a parcel of land available for the locating of a temporary clubhouse. This letter 
which was sent to the Council on April 7th, 1986, further requested that consideration be given to 
giving the Club the use of a large shed which was situated at Wallington Reserve and which would 
become available when the Wallington Recreation Reserve Hall was completed. A letter approving 
the request was received late in May. 
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July 1987 saw the Committee initiate procedures for the allocation of an extended liquor licence. 
Alcohol was allowed to be consumed on the premises but not sold. This meant that any “19th 
Hole” activities were limited to that refreshment which the golfer or his friends had brought to the 
course with them. This was somewhat inconvenient for the golfers and also meant that a potential 
source of revenue was not available to the Club. The Committee held discussions in respect to 
trading hours for the bar. There were certain requirements for water and drainage, which had to 
be met before a Liquor Licence, would be granted. 

At the Committee meeting of the 17th November, 1987 it was recommended that representatives of 
the Development Committee meet with Mrs. Pacey to discuss the possibility of purchasing a 
portion of her land. It was the intention of the Committee to use the land for future extensions to 
the course. The recommendation to move towards the acquisition of Mrs. Pacey’s land would 
result in many long drawn out negotiations and see the development of many different points of 
view before the matter reached a conclusion. It would not be until March 1990 that the subject of 
Pacey’s Island would be mentioned at Committee level again. 

The 1987 Presentation Night was held on Friday 16th October at the Ocean Grove Bowling Club. 
The Bowling Club provided the catering and the entertainment was provided by the Haze Brothers 
Band. 

 

 

Ken Warner chats to Jean Austin while Jean Hewitson and Molly Mathews discusss their course strategy. 

 

1988 - 1989 

On the 7th April, 1988 the Club conducted a barbecue for all of the players who nominated for 
Pennant. At the meeting Danny Steven was nominated as Captain with Ray Danks as Coach and 
Mentor. Ten club members competed keenly with varying degrees of success. Ocean Grove started 
their 1987/88 Pennant season with a resounding 6 to 1 win against St. Leonard’s. Although 
remaining competitive, they unfortunately lost the remaining six matches. They could be held to 
be a little unlucky when it is considered that they lost 3 matches 3 wins/4 losses. Over the period 
of the competition, Ray Danks was the most successful player with a 3 win/2 loss record. 

Ocean Grove had entered a Junior Pennant team for the first time also and they had made a very 
promising debut. The teams consisted of five players a side playing under handicap match 
conditions. They won two matches out of eight played (all on different courses around the district), 
losing 2 wins/3 losses on four occasions. Six players were used and each won individual matches. 
The team was led by James Condon. James was also the number one player with a 5 win/3 loss 
record to his name. 
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On Wednesday, 18th May 1988, a proposal re Clubhouse development was presented to Council. 
The proposal concerned three separate items. Request for a 10 year lease, plans for a new 
clubhouse and drawing up of plans for the development of the course in respect to the 
establishment up of new holes. The proposals did not go completely smoothly however and 
questions arose in respect to the area requested to be allocated on the lease documents. Mr. Peter 
Coghlan visited the Shire offices and after discussions with Dennis Barker, the documents were 
passed on the Shire solicitors for actioning. The revised lease draft was received from the Shire in 
November 1988 and, after review by the relevant personnel from the Ocean Grove committees it 
was recommended that the Club ask the Shire to alter the lease to leave a 15’ margin fronting 
Gutheridge Street. The request was amended and the lease was returned to the Shire for a final 
draft. 

1989 saw the commencement of the long awaited course extensions. A water tapping was 
completed on the Geelong end of the course which was thrust bored under Wallington Road into 
the course area. The new areas were harrowed then levelled and sown down. 

The Council engaged the services of a course designer, Kevin Hartly as an advisor. He was asked 
to provide recommendations as to the form that the course extensions should take. The two 
options that he was asked to consider were the addition of extra holes or the conversion of 
existing holes to make the course into a “long” 9 hole layout. His recommendation was to 
construct extra holes and make Ocean Grove a 12 hole layout.  

Ocean Grove continued its gradual improvement within the Geelong and District Pennant 
competition when it finished in equal third place with Queenscliff in the 1989 Pennant. 

1989 also saw new events included into the Club syllabus. These were, Singles Knockout 
Championship, Pairs Knockout Championship, Matchplay Championship and Foursomes 
Championship. 

The club was also given the opportunity to host the Geelong Advertiser Shield event for the first 
time. This went very smoothly and many favourable comments were received from competitors 
and Geelong Executive members alike. 

On Thursday, 7th September 1989, Graham Absalom and Peter Goghlan met at Shire with Dennis 
Barker and Peter Jeffreys concerning the current agreement between the Golf Club and the Shire. 
The main point of their discussion was the percentage allotted to the Golf Club for the collection 
of green fees. It had been agreed in 1986 that the Club would pay the Council 80% of all 
memberships and 85% of all green fees collected as payment for the use of the course. The Club 
put forward a case for an increase in percentage returned to the Club to 20%. On the 12th 
September, 1989 Bellarine Council sent the Golf Club a letter in respect to this meeting. 
Unfortunately the letter was “lost” and it did not reappear until 28th May, 1990. 

Meanwhile, the number of players wishing to enter into competition at the weekends continued to 
grow. At the Committee meeting held on the 30th October 1989, it was proposed by Mr. Brendan 
Galvin that, owing to the large numbers of players wishing to use the course at weekends, a time 
sheet be introduced for the weekend competitions. This was approved and the Club took another 
step down the path of professionalism. 

1990 - 1992 

Always at the back of the minds of the various committees was the possibility of extending the 
course. The concept of 18 holes was attractive and it was held that an 18 hole course at Ocean 
Grove would be very well patronised as it was, effectively, the only public golf course on the 
southern side of the Bellarine peninsular.   

At the Golf Club Committee Meeting held on 13th March, 1990 it was decided that a course 
extension on Pacey’s Island could well be feasible. The Committee selected Vic Pedlar and Neville 
Ludeman to attend a meeting to be held on the 15th March 1990, at the Rural City Hall to discuss 
the possibility of such an extension further. Unfortunately, the council subsequently notified the 
golf course committee that they had put a hold on all extensions due to a lack of funding. It would 
be another 12 months later in March 1991 when Neville Ludeman would be asked by the 
Committee to start a new  investigation into the various possibilities for extending the course into 
18 holes. Despite the setbacks in extending the course, negotiations continued in respect to 
provision of a new club house. 
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The First “Club House” - a relocatable shed on loan from the Council 

(Photograph courtesy of Marion and Ray Normington) 

By March 1990, plans for the new clubhouse had been submitted to Bellarine Rural City Council 
for approval and processing. The Council had been requested to make application for planning 
approval with the various authorities on behalf of the Club. This method provided cost savings 
and was considered to be the most efficient approach to the task. The Council had indicated that 
they fully supported the proposal and would represent the Club in the event that any appeals or 
objections were made to the planning application. 

In April 1990, the Development Committee reported to the General Committee that preliminary 
discussions regarding the financing of the construction had been held with various lending 
authorities. It was suggested that the ANZ offered the best deal and it seemed probable that, 
providing the club used the ANZ for the banking of surplus funds that they would provide the 
finance as a interest only loan at the interest rate of 14.75%. 

At the Committee meeting held on the 14th August, it was reported that the Planning Permit had 
been received and the relevant advertisements had been placed. Ray Normington had given the 
soil test results to the architects and requested that they draw up the final plans. The decision 
was also made at this meeting to negotiate with the Bellarine Rural City Council to have them 
guarantee the loan. It was felt that this would ensure that funds were obtained without any 
difficulty. 4 Objections were received and these were duly referred to the Ministry of Planning in 
Geelong for evaluation. 

At the general Committee meeting on November 1990, Mr. Ray Normington advised the Committee 
that the decision to grant a permit for a clubhouse had been received by the club and a copy of 
the decision had been faxed to the architects. 

Much preliminary work had already been done in respect to the erection of a Club House. The 
Club’s architects had produced a set of building plans but these required modification because of 
the existence of a flood plain and problems associated with it. All efforts to make progress seem to 
be frustrated by factors outside the Committee’s control. A number of protests were received by 
the Bellarine Rural Council from members of the public who felt aggrieved by the construction of 
the Clubhouse. These appeals were heard on the 8th April, 1991. The Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal found for the Club but a number of conditions were altered or inserted and these 
required the Club to “go back to the drawing board”. The Club was also notified by the Bellarine 
Council that a Public Toilet should have been included in the design. This requirement was 
unknown at the time that the original design was being drawn up. A redesign was required.  

The Planning Permit also required the Club to contribute to the construction of a section of 
Guthrie Street. The original estimate for this construction was $45,000 but after some negotiation 
by Mr. Ludeman with the Council, the Council agreed verbally to decrease the amount required to 
$10,000. A letter was written by J Sherlock to the Council requesting confirmation of the reduced 
amount and Mr Neville Ludeman was able to pleasantly surprise the Committee when he tabled 
the letter of reply. In it the Council stated that they had recalculated the amount payable by the 
Club and that they had come to the conclusion that the Club’s share was $3,167. 
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At the Committee Meeting held at the clubhouse on the 15th May 1991, Ray Normington advised 
the Committee that an independent costing of the building had been performed and when 
presented to the Architects they advised that they felt that the amount was excessive. They 
recommended that expressions of interest in building the Clubhouse be called for in the local 
press. Advertisements placed in the local press resulted in 16 expressions of interest in the 
Clubhouse construction being received. At the Committee meeting of the June 11th 1991 Peter 
Coghlan reported that a meeting had been held with the Council regarding the conditions that 
had been imposed upon the planning permit. It had been decided that the Club would attempt to 
relocate the proposed building site and that they would apply for another site which would not 
attract the same conditions. The Council was very helpful and agreed to make whichever site that 
the Committee decided upon available. It was decided to look at siting the new Clubhouse 
adjacent to the carpark on the foreshore of the river, close to the existing tee box site. Council 
indicated that they would also be prepared to agree to a 50 year term for the lease on this 
property. The Committee then commissioned Ray Normington to arrange for bore holes to be 
taken in the area to determine if any potential foundation problems were present. It was also 
noted that if the clubhouse was sited in this area, a sewerage lift pump may need to be installed 
at an approximate cost of $20,000. 

By the August of 1991 the proposed new site had been pegged out and soil investigations 
commenced.  

At the meeting held on Tuesday, 10th December, 1991, the Development Committee reported that 
all was not well with the building permit. The conditions under which it had been granted were 
considered to be onerous. They recommended to the Club that the Club appeal against certain 
conditions of the decision and futhermore, that legal representation be obtained to advise the 
appeal. A motion that “The Golf Club appeal against certain clauses of the Decision to grant a 
Planning Permit, namely conditions 11 and possibly 13, and that the Club engage legal 
representation to represent it in the Appeals process” was carried unanimously. 

The Council duly notified the Club that the Appeals Tribunal had scheduled three hours on 
March 3rd 1992 for hearing the appeal. The appeals were successful and a letter was received from 
a Mr. John Green congratulating the Committee on the success of the tribunal application. Mr 
Green also stated that his firm would be very happy to be nominated as the official honorary 
solicitors to the Club if the club so wished. This offer was discussed at the April Committee 
meeting and was carried unanimously. 

 

Ocean Grove Men’s Pennant Team 1992 

Photograph donated by Peter Davis 

 

Back Row Dale Park, Peter Davis 

Centre Row Jimmy Sarinen, Russell McGlashan, Kevin Conway 

Front Row John Sherlock, Neville Luteman, Grant Nellis, Kevin Sturgess 
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Whilst the negotiations for the new clubhouse were underway, improvements to the course were 
ongoing.  

Trees were planted in the new course extensions and the shaping of the new holes was completed. 
The Council unfortunately had not allocated any funds for the completion of the greens. 
Discussions between the various sub-committees within the Club had led to the general opinion 
that to stop the development midstream would prove disastrous. The Club decided to consider 
other ways of completing the works and they contacted the Bellarine Rural City Council 
expressing their concerns. A letter was subsequently received from the Council in which the 
possibility of the Golf Club advancing funds to the Council to speed up the process was raised. 
The letter suggested that the Golf Club enter into an agreement with the Bellarine Rural City 
Council to loan the Council a maximum of $30,000 for the specific purpose of the construction of 
new tees and greens. This loan was to be subject to guaranteed funds being allocated in Bellarine 
Ward’s 1991/92 allocation for the Development of the Golf Course which would be used to repay 
the loan. The loan was to be repaid in full before October 31st, 1991. As this arrangement suited 
the desires of the Golf Club in respect to continuing the course development and would have no 
impact upon the cash flow requirements for the construction of the new clubhouse, the motion to 
accept the Council offer was carried unanimously. John Sherlock subsequently arranged for a 
letter to be sent to the Council advising of the Club’s willingness to loan the Council $30,000 
subject to the Conditions specified. A letter of Acceptance was received from the Council and the 
Club forwarded a cheque for $30,000 to the Rural City Council offices in September 1991. As part 
of the course modifications five new greens were constructed and new tees had been formed to 
suit the new course layout. Unfortunately a problem with fungus growth effected three of the new 
greens and set the establishment of grass back to an extent that they were not playable. The 
greens had been scheduled for spraying early in February but there was some confusion as to 
whether the spraying had actually taken place. The Parks Manager was taken on an inspection of 
the course and all problem areas were pointed out to him. He informed the club that as the 
Council was having problems sourcing fungicide that an early solution may not be possible. An 
over-sowing program in late October was undertaken to re-establish the grass cover.  

The collection of green fees presented somewhat of a problem in the early days of the Club’s 
operations. Every penny counted and it was imperative for the club’s financial survival that the 
people using the course paid their way. At the times that the tee box was un-manned the club 
operated an honesty box which was obviously not being used by every person on every occasion 
that they played. The tee boxes were operated by volunteers and the reconciliation of the monies 
collected from tee box and honesty boxes was performed in an ad-hoc manner.  

On the 4th of November, 1992, Ray Danks and Danny Steven met with Bellarine Rural Council 
officers Brad Clarke and Peter Jeffreys to discuss tactics for increasing the revenue and providing 
a more formalized procedure for the reconciliation of the monies. It was pointed out to the Council 
officers that whilst club members were happy to provide volunteers for a full time collection period 
over the school holidays they were not interested in continuing past the holiday period and that 
reliance would have to be placed upon the honesty box.  

Also discussed was the ability for players to bypass the first tee by just walking onto the course at 
various locations along the perimeter. Reconciling the monies received with the number of people 
using the honesty box was made somewhat more difficult because members were also taking 
envelopes from the box for the purpose of getting the score cards attached to them. 

As a result of this meeting, Mr. P. Wignall, the Chief Administrative Officer for the Bellarine Rural 
City Council advised the Club President Mr. Vic Pedlar that “Council would organize the following 
for implementation as soon as practicable:” 

1. A sign advising that green fees are to be paid by non members with a possible 
“$200 on the spot fine” for default to be made available on 19th November, 1992 for 
erection beside the honesty box. 

2. That articles highlighting the new tough approach and the fines involved be 
inserted in 4 consecutive issues of the Echo and in the November issue of the 
Ocean Grove Observer. 

3. That Council officers John Henderson and Peter Clark would carry out random on 
the spot checks for three weeks to ascertain the effect of increased publicity and 
surveillance. 



 

18 

4. That a Council By-Laws Officer and a Golf Club member meet to perform “out of 
hours” spot checks after clearing the honesty box. 

5. The lock on the honesty box to be changed with a further change to comply with 
the Council’s official key system. 

6. A high fence to be erected along the Wallington/Ocean Grove Road to prevent 
casual access. 

7. Members to be advised that if they use cards from the honesty box that the 
envelope must be returned and marked “member”. 

8 Duplicate books to be issued for the recording of honesty box envelope details. One 
copy is to be sent to the Council’s revenue section for reconciliation and 
monitoring. 

By the middle of 1992, the membership had grown to number 400 men and 160 women. The need 
for a larger clubhouse was becoming urgent. The relocated building shed had outlived its 
usefulness and the growing number of members was making it increasingly difficult to hold 
functions at the nearby Motel and the Bowling Club.  

After what had been a very long and protracted period of negotiations and disputes a Planning 
Permit which was acceptable to all parties was issued in June 1992 by the Bellarine Rural City 
Council. Architect, Jim Garwood of Highton was subsequently commissioned to design a building 
which complied with Council requirements that it “blend into local surroundings”  

After discussions between Members of the Committees and general Members it was decided that 
the Club would negotiate a 25 year lease on a small block of land within the course premises 
which was to be a designated location for the construction of a substantial clubhouse. The Club 
was to take all responsibility for the full operation of the clubhouse. 

The first draft of the new clubhouse floor plan layout was presented to Committee in June, 1992. 
After a lengthy discussion this original design was universally rejected and a motion was made by 
Ray Danks that the architect be asked to attend a meeting to discuss his design. This proposal 
was seconded by P Fraatz. Meetings were duly held and the Development Committee reported on 
15th September that, following a further meeting with Council representatives on 10th September, 
the Clubhouse Project was at a standstill. The first design was unacceptable to both the Golf Club 
and the Council.  

A new design was drawn up by Mr. B. Buckley which was known as Concept #2. The Council 
recommended that Concept #2 be accepted by the Golf Club. They offered incentives to the club if 
they accepted the design. 

The Council said that they would consider: 

1. Low Cost Lease for the property 

2. The Council would organize and be Guarantor of loaned money 

3. A long lease of the property would be agreed upon. 

However the club had many objections to this design especially the fact that the clubhouse would 
face south, away from the course. They were not completely happy with the fact that public toilets 
were all included under the one roof. They asked Jim Garwood, the original architect to examine 
Concept #2 and he expressed further concern that many Regulations had been overlooked. He 
was instructed to cease work until further notice and to submit accounts for all work performed 
to date. 

The Committee members resolved not to accept Concept #2 but rather to document all of the 
problems and discuss them at the next meeting with Council. 

On April 24th the Council and the Golf Club representatives met to discuss the design. The 
discussion revolved around the location and orientation of the existing approved building. Major 
concerns were the services facing the river, access of service vehicles and the incorporation of the 
public toilet into the design. 

After lengthy discussions the Council advised the Club representatives that they really had no 
problem with the original design providing that it incorporated the public toilets and that it was 
placed parallel to Gutheridge Street to facilitate access for service vehicles. 
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As a result of these discussions, Jim Garwood was instructed to redraw the floor plan in the 
recommended area for prior approval by B. Kerr. This revision was known as Concept #3. Once 
approval had been given by Mr. Kerr, Concept #3 would be tabled to the Committee for their 
consideration. Following approval by both parties it was intended that the plot of land be drawn 
on the site plan and a Lease effected accordingly. 

Concept #3 had quite a few important changes in it. These included; a view of the river by all in 
the clubhouse, a hip roof to provide a “colonial” look, easier access from the road into the service 
area and a shorter run for most services. The changes in orientation and location also meant that 
the constructed building protruded into land which was under State Rivers control. State Rivers 
were contacted to ascertain if there was a problem.  

Despite a couple of “hiccups”, one of which was that the covering letter attached to the Council 
stamped approved plan reflected the Ocean Grove Bowling Club instead of Ocean Grove Golf Club, 
the negotiations had reached the stage where the club could call for expressions of interest. Jim 
Garwood was elected as the person responsible for the construction drawings, title details and 
specifications for the building permit and bank loan. 

The decision was made to place an advertisement in the local paper on 9/12/92 calling for 
expressions of interest. Replies were to be made to the Secretary no later than 18/12/92. As a 
result, tenders for the construction of the clubhouse were issued to 10 contractors. By the closing 
date of 4th March 1993. 8 contractors had submitted conforming tenders. The lowest bid was 
submitted by a local builder, Mr. C. L. Biggs and it was recommended that his tender be accepted. 
The resultant project was costed at $450,000 of which the club was required to raise $250,000 
and the Bellarine Shire Council (later the City of Greater Geelong) would contribute $200,000. 

1993 - 1994 

 

 

Site Preparation for the new Club House 

Photograph courtesy of Marion and Ray Normington 

 

Final budgets and financial statements were presented to the Council’s Finance Manager, Mr. 
Dennis Barker on 25th March, 1993, accompanied by a letter stressing the importance of a quick 
decision on the guarantee of the loan. The Council Policies and Resource Committee met on the 
7th April and agreed to guarantee the loan. The written confirmation however could not be 
provided until the next Council Meeting on the 21st April. 

This delay in obtaining written confirmation meant that the Builder’s Contract could not be 
signed within the specified time limits, indeed it would be 6 days late. The builder was 
approached and informed of the situation and the date for the signing of the contract was moved 
to the 22nd April with occupation of the site being made available on 26th April. 

The written approval from the Council indicating that they would act as guarantor for the 
$250,000 loan was not received until 4th of May. The reason for the lengthy delay between the 
verbal approval and the receipt of the written approval was that Council had been directed to 
obtain approval for their guarantee from the minister following the merger of the Bellarine Council 
into the City of Greater Geelong Council. 
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On the 10th May the Golf Club Committee received a letter of offer from the bank indicating the 
approval of the $250,000 loan. The interest rate negotiated was the very low figure of 9% per 
annum. 

On April 23rd, 1993 at a meeting held between Messrs. C.L. Biggs, V. Pedlar, R. Normington, 
P. Fraatz and R. McGlashan, a Contract for the construction of the building was signed by local 
builder Mr. Cliff Biggs. The job was scheduled to commence on the 26th April for completion on 
the 20th September. The construction required the relocation of the existing temporary clubhouse 
to provide uninhibited access for the building crew. This relocation was completed on April 28th. 
The First tee also required to be repositioned and the green fee box and associated signage needed 
to be moved. The Development Committee expressed their appreciation to the greenkeeper who 
relocated the first tee and the associated signage at very short notice. 

 

 

Framing Complete on the new Club House 

Photograph courtesy of Marion and Ray Normington 

 

The clubhouse was built to budget and on time. The Ocean Grove Management received the 
Certificate of Occupancy on the 4th October, 1993. The building was subject to a maintenance 
period of 6 months. In accordance with the provisions of the Liquor Commissions, in order to 
obtain a Liquor Licence the Club had to form a Management Committee. The Management 
Committee comprised : Chairman – ;R. Normington Public Officer – M. Connellan; Committee 
Members – R. McGlashan and P Fraatz.  

Mr. John F. Green, a local solicitor, assisted the club in the preparation of the documents 
required to obtain the licence which included, the Statement of Needs, Club Rules and the Club 
Constitution. 

While most of the attention had been given to the Development Committee over this period, the 
Greens Committee had been very busy also. The course had been redesigned and three new holes 
had been constructed. These were opened for play on Thursday February 4th, 1993. The official 
Club opening of the new course was held on Sunday 7th March 1993. A record field of 56 players 
men’s and mixed, enjoyed the new course and a barbecue afterwards. 

It was during this period that the club took control of the course, entering into a leasing 
arrangement from the City of Greater Geelong. Maintenance was included in the agreement. 
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Finishing Touches 

Photograph courtesy of Marion and Ray Normington 

 

A tree planting working bee was held on the 12th of July at which several trees were planted. The 
O.O.B. pegs were repositioned on the 2nd fairway. The repositioning was made necessary because 
balls were being hit out of the course and a residence on the east side of Wallington Road had 
been damaged. 

The advertisement in respect to the granting of a Liquor Licence was placed in the local papers on 
the 18th August, 1993. In the event of no protests being made it was expected that the Licence 
would be granted to the club on the 13th October, 1993. 

On the 4th October 1993, the Development Committee were handed the Certificate of Occupancy 
and took delivery of the keys to the Clubhouse. 

The Club was granted a Restricted Club Liquor Licence on the 5th November, 1993 and bar trading 
started at 4 pm the same day. The restricted licence authorised the Club to sell and dispose of 
liquor on the licensed premises to members of the Club or a guest of a member of the Club. The 
trading hours were: 

Monday & Wednesday 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Tuesday & Thursday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Friday 11 a.m. to 11.30 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

Sunday 12 noon to 8 p.m. 

In light of the new facilities that the Club now offered its members it was decided to form a Social 
Committee to oversee the various activities suggested by various members. The first meeting of 
the Social Committee was held on the 10th November 1993 in the Clubrooms. 

The Ladies Committee provided funds for several items including a vacuum cleaner, a freezer, 
cash safe and a cash register. 

A guest day was held on the 27th March 1994, the highlight of which was a Hole-in-one scored by 
Helen Earnshaw from Clifton Springs. In May, the Match Committee were pleased to report that 
Ocean Grove had made its most successful start for a season when the pennant team played two 
matches for two wins. They were also happy to report that the Ocean Grove/Barwon Grove 
Challenge match had been very strongly supported and that it had been won by Ocean Grove. 

At the Committee meeting of the 6th June, 1994 it was moved that a letter be written to the 
Creswick Golf Club regarding the establishment of Reciprocal Rights with that club.  

The Council also announced in June, 1994 that Council employees would not be made available 
to do any more work around the clubhouse in respect to landscaping and caring for the club 
surrounds. Future works in this regard became the responsibility of the members of the Club. Ray 
Normington arranged for the acquisition of plants to the value of $600 to finish off the garden 
area. 
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It was decided by the Committee that the money which had been held “in trust” in an old A.N.Z. 
account from the Royal Tip days of the club would be spent on the construction of the Club 
History Board. A General Information Meeting to discuss the proposals and the decisions that had 
been made on the Member’s behalves was conducted at the Clubhouse on the 18th August with all 
members and interested parties  invited to attend. The meeting was a great success and 59 
members attended 

Early in September of 1994, R Cook made a presentation to General Committees and the Ladies 
Committee informing them of the current standing of negotiations underway with the Greater City 
of Geelong Council in respect to the leasing of the course. After lengthy discussions regarding the 
contents of this presentation it was decided that Mr. Cook would draft a revised proposal and 
that, if required, a special meeting of the Committee would be convened to discuss events 
subsequent to this revised proposal being placed with Council. 

The Council’s response was discussed at the August General Meeting and was accepted in 
principle by all Committee members present. The agreement stated in part that the Club’s 
responsibilities would commence on the 1st October, 1994. As a result of the general acceptance of 
the proposals, a “handshake agreement” with the Council saw the club take on the full 
responsibility for the management of the Club and Course. As a part of this agreement they were 
to pay the Council $100,000 per annum towards the course maintenance.  

 

Official Opening of Club by Mr. Vic Pedlar on November 6th, 1994 

 

From Left: Vic Pedlar, Cynthia Potter, Keith McLeod,  
 (Shire President) Gordon Stevens, Joe Kingwell, Peter Davis, 
Neville Ludeman. 

 

At last, after what had at times seemed an impossible dream, the Club House was officially 
opened on Sunday November 6th, 1994 by Mr. Vic Pedlar. A plaque was organised by Ray 
Normington at a cost of $165. Afternoon tea of sandwiches and sponges was provided. 

In the early days of the occupation of the Club House a major source of revenue for the Club was 
the Friday night dinner. Volunteers ran the bar, which was initially operated on a restricted 
licence, and also prepared and served the Friday night meals. These kitchen volunteers were 
mainly recruited from the ranks of the Lady Members. They were originally led by a committee 
headed by Margaret Gravett. 
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This arrangement continued very successfully for over 5 years. Friday nights at the Club also 
included a Club Raffle and a Member’s Draw each Friday at 7.30 pm. To win this draw the 
member had to be present. In the early days Margaret recalls ordering roast meals from George 
Penny’s business. As their proficiency and expertise grew the ladies progressed to cooking steaks 
and fish and chips. Later came the much admired salad table and a more extensive menu. 

Jean Austin maintained the Friday Night Raffle from 1995 until the end of 1998 - Prizes of food 
were sponsored by Pete’s Fruit Shop, Kerry Butchers and the O.G.G.C. kitchen. 
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1995 - The Year of the Inaugral Open 

The middle of 1995 saw a major change in the role of the Club’s Green Committee. During the 
negotiations in preparation for the Ocean Grove Golf Club to formally take over the complete 
management of the Club and course, changes in Council Policy resulted in the Council requiring 
full cost recovery of their expenses The net result was that Council presented the Club with a 
request for the payment of $142,000 p.a. for the year 1995/96.  

On July 20th, 1995, a Special General Meeting was held at the clubrooms to discuss these 
negotiations. 

John Sherlock presented the members with a detailed explanation of the Club’s finances to date 
which included current profit figures and estimated profits for the next quarter. Using these 
figures as a basis for discussion, John informed the meeting that he had estimated that expenses 
of $125,000 was reasonable and that the Club Executive were preparing to enter into preliminary 
negotiations with the Council to negotiate this. This figure excluded the cost of water used on the 
course and was also dependent upon unpaid voluntary labour being provided for rubbish 
collection around the course. 

The Ocean Grove Greens Committee successfully negotiated the reduced figure as the Council 
accepted that many of the tasks which had been factored into the costs by the Council were, in 
fact, performed by voluntary labour. They also were successful in having the water costs removed 
from the estimate. The final agreed amount was $125,000 per annum. The Club was to be 
responsible for its own water costs. 

So, in 1995, what appeared to be a bright new future started for the club. Self sufficient, 
operating independently, the course presented in excellent condition when the Club hosted the 
District Captains and Presidents Day. The extremely presentable course coupled with the 
hospitable club atmosphere impressed the visiting dignitaries to such an extent that the Club was 
selected to host the two Junior Pennant Finals. This was the first time that the finals had been 
played on anything other than an 18 hole course.  

Maintenance and enhancements to the playing surfaces were proceding very smoothly under the 
new regime. The 4th fairway was top-dressed and a large council owned water tanker was utilized 
to ensure that the grass had adequate water. 

And then, without warning, a major disaster struck. The course curator was away ill when seven 
of the greens starting showing a rapid deterioration. The assistant curator thought that the greens 
had thatch build up and attempted to treat the problem. The greens unfortunately did not 
respond to treatment and they effectively “died”. Experts in turf management were called in from 
the Council and various chemical companies to try to determine the reason for the problem. These 
experts came to the conclusion that the most likely cause of death was an application of 
Glyphosphate (Roundup). No one knows to this day how this could have occurred. It remains a 
mystery as to when it was applied, by whom it was applied and whether it was by accident or 
intentional application. 

Once again the working bees were called into action. The Council agreed to rectify the situation at 
their expense with voluntary labour support from within the club. The work was arduous and 
heavy. The greens had to be dug up and waterlogged sods removed from the greens, the surface 
had then to be prepared by filling and rolling and new sods laid. To their credit, the volunteers 
were very well supported considering that it was very heavy, manual work which few of the 
members were used to. 

In his annual report to the club as the Chairman of Greens Committee Ray Danks pointed out the 
it is “an ill wind that blows no good”. He explained that the old greens were all Poa grass which 
was both old and disease susceptible. In fact, they had been described by one senior chemical 
company representative as a “time bomb”. Despite many treatments they were riddled with 
chemical resistant fungal disease. Bent grass was used as a replacement for all greens with the 
net result that, after a short period of suffering with temporary greens, members and guests of the 
Golf Course could enjoy the luxuries of putting on Bent grass greens. 
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The Men’s Pennant Team enjoyed some success during the year. For the first time ever, the Ocean 
Grove Pennant Team, captained by Andy Sitka, made the final. The team was narrowly defeated 
by Barwon Heads Golf Club in a nail-biting finish at Torquay. Ocean Grove were never expected to 
beat the much strong Barwon Heads team but the games were all so close that there was obvious 
disappointment shown by all members. 

The annual challenge match between the Golf Club and the Ocean Grove Football Club came 
under scrutiny in May 1995 when only one footballer attended. It was agreed at the Match 
Committee Meeting held on the 13th June that the event be deleted from the 1996 and subsequent 
fixtures. 

The annual Barwon Grove/Ocean Grove challenge was won by Ocean Grove.  

An interesting concept was placed before the Committee by Alex Magee at the Committee Meeting 
held on the 14th August 1995. A proposal had been received from the Ocean Grove Hotel in 
Collendina that an alliance be formed between all of the sporting associations throughout the 
region and that a poker machine venue to be known as the “Club of Clubs” would be established. 
The profits from the alliance would be proportioned out with 49% going to the Clubs, 3% to a 
charitable trust and 48% into a Collendina Unit Trust. 

Other sporting clubs approached included the Ocean Grove Football Club, Ocean Grove Surf 
Club, Rotary, PROBUS, Ocean Grove Netball, and the various Tennis and Cricket Clubs. The 
proposal was that each Club would have rights of access on certain designated nights with all 
profits on these nights being allocated to the club in question after expenses were paid. Profits at 
times other than these designated days would be allocated out to the member clubs 
proportionately. 

Alex received the approval of the Committee to investigate the concept further. He attended an 
inaugural meeting which produced inconclusive results. He recommended to the Committee that 
the Golf Club sign an Expression of Interest which was not legally binding in any way but would 
ensure that the Golf Club was kept informed of developments and also kept its options open if the 
scheme proved to be viable. Unfortunately, general lack of community interest saw the proposal 
founder and no more was heard of it. 

In September of 1995, the Committee approved the purchase of a computer from Jennings and in 
the October of that year the Club purchased a computerized Handicapping System. The men’s 
handicaps were calculated and stored using this system from its installation date. The system was 
described in the Annual Report as being a “straight forward” program. Ray Danks took 
responsibility for the operation of the software and for keeping all handicaps up-to-date.  

In September 1995 Mr. Alex Magee kindly donated the flagpole which stands at the front of the 
clubhouse. 

In October 1995 it was agreed to construct practice nets at a cost of $2750 providing a much 
needed facility for warm-up prior to competition in the absence of practice fairways. 
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Clubhouse, Trophy Table and Result Sheet for the Inaugral Open. 

 



 

30 

1996 

An agreement was signed in 1996 for a 3 year lease with a further 3 year option to manage the 
course premises and to pay for course maintenance with a requirement to undertake capital 
improvements to substantiate the 3 year option.  

The Club had been aware of a number of safety issues prevalent on the course and after 
consultation with a representative of the Geelong District Golfing Association with expertise in the 
area, it was decided by the Committee that as a part of the initial capital improvement program 
that priority be given to addressing the safety issues. At the same time it was expedient to make 
desirable variations to some of the “outside” six holes on the course which would effectively 
provide an 18 hole environment within the 12 hole structure. 

The works proposed were 

Safety Issues: 

1. Realignment of the 3rd and 6th tees to reduce problems with “escaping” balls. – Estimated 
Cost $3,500 

2. Construction of wire safety screens on the 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th and 12th tees – Estimated Cost 
$5,500 

3. Planting of additional indigenous trees between fairways to act as safety barriers – 
Estimated cost $1,500 

Desirable Improvements 

1. Reconstruction and extension of 2nd and 4th tees – Estimated Cost - $1,300 

2. Construction of a new 2-hole green for the 5th/17th holes and expansion of the 1st green to 
make a 2-hole 1st/13th green – Estimated Cost $9,000 

3. Construction of fairway mounds to improve course layout. The course is not suitable for 
the construction of bunkers as the subsoil is predominately old garbage. – Estimated Cost 
$4.200 

The total cost of safety and desirable improvements was estimated as $24,000. This included a 
substantial allowance for volunteer labour from members. 

After some discussion, a letter was written to the City of Greater Geelong requesting that 
consideration be given to nominating these improvements as being appropriate for the Sport and 
Recreation Minor Facilities Grant Scheme. 

Liz Beardall, the Asset Manager, Recreation Services replied in a letter dated the 17th September, 
1996, that the submission process was very comprehensive and that certain key criteria needed to 
be addressed if Sport and Recreation Victoria were to consider it. The Committee would have to 
address these key criteria and further, the Ocean Grove Golf Club was also required to state in 
writing that they would be able to fund the project in November 1996, the date that successful 
projects were scheduled to be announced. 

Just before Christmas, 1997, a person or persons unknown set alight cardboard boxes which had 
been stacked against a rear wall under a rear veranda. The damage bill was estimated at $7,610. 
Security on the course was presenting a problem and the Club prepared a submission to have 
Ocean Grove Golf Course fencing extended. In the letter of submission they explained that 
currently, chain mesh fencing was erected from the boundary of the housing subdivision located 
at the north west corner of Gutheridge St. and Wallington Road to about half way along the 4th 
fairway of the course in Wallington Road There was currently no fencing from this point to the 
north west end of the 4th fairway. This represented a distance of approximately 130 metres in 
length. Many people were entering the course through this area which resulted in frequent, 
unauthorized use of the course, It was commonly being used for the entry of people with dogs 
which was also forbidden. The worst thing to happen was the entry through this area of people on 
motor cycles. Regular damage to greens, often accompanied by the theft of flag sticks and tee 
markers was occurring. On at least two occasions watering equipment was stolen.  
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Council responded on 18th February 1998 and approved the construction of the boundary fencing 
at a cost of $2600. These monies were to be paid by the club and would be reimbursed by Council 
upon completion of the works. The works were duly completed on the 9th April 1998 and the 
monies refunded as agreed. 

On Monday, 23rd February 1998, a meeting was held between the architect Jim Garwood and 
committee members of the Club to discuss extensions to the Clubhouse. The proposals under 
consideration were: 

East End of the Clubhouse 

1. Move the 1st tee fence away from the clubhouse 

2. Extend the Clubhouse outwards from the tee box and fill in the verandah. This would 
effectively create space for a new tee box, a committee room and an area for youth activities 

South Side of Clubhouse 

1. Increase the size of the female toilet area 

2. Upgrade the public toilet to handicap status 

3. Provide a storage room on the verandah. 

West End of Clubhouse 

1. Remove the wall from the committee room and replace it with a concertina door. 

2. Extend the building by another 3.5 meter module of the length of the existing committee 
room. 

North Side (Front of clubhouse) 

1. Construct a rail along the length of the verandah. 

2. Build a BBQ at the western end of the verandah. 

Also in the February of 1998, the Ocean Grove Ladies’ Section approached the committee with a 
request that consideration be given to the construction of a toilet somewhere between the 4th 
Green and the 5th tee. They asked if the committee could investigate the viability of the various 
types of construction available including gas, chemical treatment, septic or sewage connection 
options and indicated that whilst the Ladies realised that there were several possibilities, each 
with is own varying costs, they already had an offer of assistance in this regard. They asked the 
committee not to ignore the request for the investigation and stated further that the ladies would 
be willing to cover the cost. At the committee meeting on the 9th March, Alex Magee moved and 
Alec Cook seconded that the Ladies’ Committee be authorised to request Graeme Perkins to make 
enquiries regarding the installation of the toilet. The author is not sure of the progress of these 
enquiries, but, proving that all things come to those who wait, construction started on a small 
toilet block at the back of the 9th green in May 2005. 

On the 16th April 1998, the club wrote to the City of Greater Geelong requesting that consideration 
be given to extending the lease period. The Club had, since 1993, been subject to 3 year lease 
periods. The Club was making some major financial commitments and were becoming 
increasingly uncomfortable with a limited tenure arrangement.  

Some of the items of concern included: increasing the water supply - $20,000; Increased shedding 
- $5,000, capital expenditure within the past financial year - >$30,000; Clubhouse extensions - 
$120,000.  

For a number of years concerns were held in respect to the water supply to the golf course proving 
to be inadequate. The reason for the apparent gradual degradation in the pressure was 
indeterminate. The course had two tappings to the course of 40mm and 50mm. It became 
apparent that during the summer months these tappings were inadequate to supply sufficient 
pressure to efficiently water the course. Over a period of years, contacts had been made regarding 
the problem with Barwon Water. Barwon Water were always helpful but the problem remained 
un-fixed. 

In the early summer months of January and February of 1968, Barwon Water conducted pressure 
reading tests on the tappings. These showed large fluctuations in pressure indicating pressure 
drops from 60mm to 40mm on may occasions and drops as low as 35mm were also recorded.  
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Further testing on flow rates was conducted in the May/June period and the flow rates of 90 and 
160 litres/minute guaranteed in the Barwon Water Customer Charter booklet were achieved.  

A consultant from the Burnell Research laboratory, Dr. Bruce Sharp, was commissioned to 
undergo testing on the water supply on behalf of the Club. In his report, Dr. Sharp confirmed that 
the pressures were inadequate and that the upper connection was in need of an urgent review. He 
also indicated that he was undertaking an analysis of the internal watering mains with a view to 
improvements and he would, after the investigation, suggest a program of watering to the club 
that would best suit their needs. 

Whilst the Course Committee were happy to outlay these funds, they were concerned that this 
level of financial commitment was difficult to justify with only 16 months of the current lease to 
run with the option of a further 3 years. A further occupancy only guaranteed for another three 
year period did not reflect the degree of commitment and capital outlaid by the Club in 
maintaining and improving the course. 

The Executive Committee of Management of the Golf course sought a meeting with Council to 
discuss the possibility of extending both leases with emphasis on the Course Lease. 

The Club received a letter dated 11th May 1998 in which the City of Greater Geelong replied that 
all leasing arrangements within the City of Geelong were being examined in June and that Ocean 
Grove would be one of the Golf Courses whose leasing arrangements would be examined. 

On the 23rd September 1998 the City of Greater Geelong announced that they were intending to 
initiate a new reporting framework for the lessee’s of the Council’s six public golf courses. The 
proposed reporting framework included:  

1. Operational Management  

a. Facility Management 

b. Staffing/Committee structures 

c. AGM Minutes 

2. Marketing 

a. Annual plans including signage improvements. 

b. Customer Analysis 

c. Player Statistics 

e. Club Program of events including provision of school programs 

3. Financial Details 

a. Annual Financial statements 

b. Bank Statements 

4. Long Term Course Development 

a. Annual works program 

b. Long term development plans 

c. Arrangement for independent course analysis every three years 

The proposed date for the implementation of this framework was to be July 1st, 1999. At a meeting 
held on 26th October at the City of Geelong’s Conference Rooms, a broad framework for the above 
was agreed upon. The only major change from Ocean Grove Golf Club’s viewpoint was a change of 
implementation date to 1st October, 1999 

Preliminary negotiations were commenced to gain access to land adjacent to the north west 
boundary of the course with a view to extend course to an 18 hole facility. Ocean Grove was the 
only Public Course along the Ocean strip of this section of the West Coast. The heavy demand 
over the summer for use of the resulted in a continual a bank up of people at the 1st/13th tee 
caused by people playing the 13th to 18th holes and having to come back through the 1st tee. It 
was proposed to involve Council in these negotiations as they advanced. 
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On October 14th 1998, application was made to the Asset manager, Recreation Services for 
changes to the area of land covered under the existing Clubhouse Lease and the Course Lease. 
These changes extended the area width available for the first tee by 7 metres and made provision 
for an area suitable for construction of a 13th tee. Approval for the changes was granted by the 
Council in early November with a reminder that Council was in the process of reviewing the lease 
for the Ocean Grove Golf Course and the agreement was subject to any lease variations being 
considered. 

At the Annual General Meeting, the President Peter Lewis invited the Vice President, Alec Cook to 
nominate Danny Steven for Life Membership of the Ocean Grove Golf Club. The nomination was 
seconded by Richard Lewis. Alec Cook described the outstanding service which Danny Steven had 
performed for the club over the many years in which he had been involved with it. The nomination 
was carried by a show of hands. 

1998 had seen many improvements made to the course. A new green was completed with three 
mounds at the front. Mounds were also constructed on the 4th, 9th and 10th fairways. A tree 
planting program saw a further 200 trees planted around the course. The dramatic increase in 
trees required several working bees to ensure that they were all pruned. 

The water irrigation system was extended to enable watering of the 15th and 18th tees. Once again 
it was found that during the summer months the water pressure was very low. 

1998 was also the year in which, after much discussion, it was decided to trial sand bunkers at 
the 1st, 4th and 5th greens. Committee member Des Russell offered to donate the sand for the 
bunkers, an offer which was gratefully received. 

The City of Geelong also built a new bridge designed to carry  vehicles over the creek. The bridge 
was constructed over the creek in the centre of the 3rd fairway at a cost of $30,000. 

At a special committee meeting held on Monday 22 November, 1998 it was decided that Peter 
Lewis and Ray Danks would negotiate with the Conservation Department in respect to the 
acquisition of extra land at the end of the course. 

At a meeting on the 29th October held between the City of Greater Geelong and representatives of 
the Golf Club a request was made to Mary Poulopolous and Liz Beardell of the Assets Section to 
further consider the Golf Club’s request for an extended lease of the course. Following that 
meeting a request was made of the Golf Club to supply details of the proposed Long Term 
Development program for the course. 

At one time it was proposed that the Club construct a Bowling Green adjacent to the clubhouse. 
In a letter to Council detailing the Long Term Development Plan, Peter Lewis, President and 
Chairman of the Lease Committee indicated that the Development Plan would not be considering 
any expenditure in that respect and that the Club would move in that direction if and when funds 
became available. 

He specified that works to be included into a new 10 x 10 year lease would include: 

• Completion of bunkers on the 1st, 4th and 5th greens 

• Bunkering of one green per year over the next 10 years until all greens are bunkered. 

• Building of two weather/safety shelters on the course. 

• A feasibility study to be carried out on the provision of a toilet on course. 

• Construction of a new machinery shed. 

• Construction of a new 13th tee. 

• Extension of the 5th/7th tee backwards to lengthen the fairways by 10 metres. 

• Extension of 8th tee by 15 metres. 

• Additional tree planting of about 200 trees/year. 

• Increasing the size of the practice green. 

• Water supply improvements. 

• Automatic sprinklers to all greens and tees. 

• Boundary fencing replacements. 
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The development plan was found to be acceptable and a meeting to discuss the lease extension in 
detail was scheduled for December 21st. At this meeting it was decided that, as a 10+ year lease 
extension would have to be passed by the full body of the Council Committee, it would be more 
convenient for all concerned to arrange a 9 year lease with 2 x 5 year extension options. The 
rental was to be set at $500 p.a. for the first 5 years and then $750 p.a. for the next 4 years. This 
agreement was sent to solicitors to draw up the lease. A proviso of the lease was that the Club 
would be responsible for the entire course, including bridges and fences.  

This acceptance of the conditions of lease were presented to the Ocean Grove Committee on 
Monday 11th January, 1999 by Peter Lewis and Alec Cook. After some discussion, Ray Danks 
moved a motion which was seconded by Peter Davis that “Agreement to lease course from the 
Geelong Council for 9 years, with lease extensions for 2 x 5 years be accepted”. The motion was 
carried with no exceptions. This simple motion was the mechanism by which the Ocean Grove 
Golf Club became an entity under its own right, responsible in all ways for its own destiny and 
further development. 

Prior to this agreement being reached however, strained relationship between the Roads and 
Parks Maintenance Group and the Ocean Grove Golf Club came to a head when the Council 
announced that they would no longer supply sand for the divoting of fairways. Coupled with the 
constant failure of equipment and the pressures of the approaching Open, it was the straw that 
broke the camel’s back. 

The Annual Open Tournament was scheduled to commence on 8th December 1998 and as the date 
got nearer, problems with the Council equipment were causing concern. Many hours of working 
time were lost because of breakdowns with the rough cutter. This was of worry to both the 
Council staff and the Club Greens Committee as it was important that the course be presented in 
the best possible condition to visiting golfers from throughout Victoria. 

In a letter to the Administrative Officer of the Roads and Parks Maintenance Group, the Honorary 
Secretary Colleen Beveridge asked why the Council had decided to no longer supply the sand for 
the repair of fairway divots and also referred to some of the problems that the Club had endured 
over the past twelve months. She commented that “this club has entered this agreement with you 
in good faith and do not look for ways to extract extra services from you but it does appear to us 
that over the past 12 months Council are forever looking at ways to reduce their obligations under 
this agreement”. 

The letter explained that the loam, which was supplied under the agreement, was designated as 
being for top dressing fairways during Autumn and Spring. The sand used for divoting appeared 
to have been overlooked in the itemised agreement but as it had always been provided and had 
not been specifically excluded the Club was of the opinion that the status quo should remain and 
that the Council should continue to provide it on the same, unaltered basis as before. 

The letter stated the concerns with the broken rough cutter and pointed out that the Club had 
tolerated worn out machinery over a long period which had reduced the efficiency of the greens 
staff as they seemed to waste excessive time in making machinery work or waiting for mechanics 
to arrive. 

The fact that the pump unit had suffered from a defective connection for months was stated 
together with a comment by the Council greenkeeper that the pump motor was also practically 
worn out. Attempts by the greenkeeper to obtain parts to repair the unit had failed and as a result 
patches of grass around the course were dead due to leaks of  chemicals from the tank. Rust in 
the stand which supported the tank of diesel fuel was also considered to present a danger to those 
using it and/or working in the vicinity.  

In response to the Club’s concerns a letter was received from the Roads and Parks Maintenance 
Group in which it was stated that the Parks and Maintenance Group would continue to supply 
sand for the filling of divot buckets with the understanding that the material was not to be used 
for repairs and top-dressing around the course. The letter acknowledged that items at the end of 
their productive working life do incur additional maintenance works. The condition of the 
overhead diesel tank was referred to the Asset Management department of the Council as it was 
not under the control of the Roads and Park Maintenance Group. 
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In December 1998, the President of the club was approached by an estate agent who enquired 
whether the club would be interested in purchasing land currently held under 3 titles known as 
Paceys Island. The Geelong Hospital had advised that they would be selling this land by Tender in 
late February. To examine the possibility further a meeting was convened on the 31st December 
between the Geelong Council’s Corporate Leasing Officer, Mr. Chris Wright, a representative of 
Wesfarmers Dalgety Real Estate and Ray Danks, Alec Cook and Peter Lewis representing the 
Ocean Grove Golf Club. The purpose of this meeting was to explore the possibility of securing a 
portion of Paceys Island and land transfer of Connewarre Reserve to Council, in order to extend 
the Ocean Grove Public Golf Course to an 18 hole facility.  

The President presented the concept to the general Committee at the Committee Meeting held at 
the Club House on the 11th January 1999. Considerable discussion resulted as to whether the 
club would be interested in putting in tenders. The costs and degree of forward planning required 
were high on the agenda for discussion. Owing to the huge impact such a purchase would have 
upon the club it was decided to hold a special meeting on Monday 18th January 1999 at 6p.m. It 
was felt that by deferring further discussions for a week the extra time would allow all committee 
members time to visit the site and assess the feasibility of such a purchase.  

Informed discussion was not really possible at this meeting however as no Tender documents 
were available for examination and comment. Without tender documents details in respect to 
issues such as road access, building rights, conservation considerations and the like could not be 
discussed with any degree of authority. The members at the meeting therefore resolved that the 
sub-committee of Ray Danks, Alec Cook and Peter Lewis would continue investigation into the 
feasibility of tendering for Paceys Island and that they would report back to the General Meeting 
when they had sufficient information. 

In a letter addressed to Mr John Powell, the Honorary Secretary of the Ocean Grove Golf Club, the 
Geelong Council responded to the proposal by proposing two requirements. These were: 

1. The Club would need to ascertain (in writing) from the Department of Natural Resources 
confirmation that the requested section of Connewarre Reserve was available for transfer 
for the purpose of extending the golf course 

2. If (1) was achieved then the Club would be required to produce a report to council 
addressing the viability of the proposal particularly from a financial and marketing 
perspective. The report was to be conducted by an independent consultant with golf 
expertise. It was to be carried out at the Club’s expense. 

The Council stated that they would review the situation based upon the Golf Club’s satisfactory 
response to the two requirements. The Council also made it quite clear that, should they accept 
the proposal, the Ocean Grove Golf Club would be completely responsible for all capital works 
associated with the development of the extended course. 

A Deed of Variation of Lease was received by the club on the 5th May, 1999. This variation covered 
the extensions to the club house.  

On Tuesday 18th May, 1999 a Special Committee Meeting was convened to discuss Tenders 
received for the extensions to the Club House. Six copies of the plan had been taken out but only 
three Tenders had been received.  

The Tender process had not gone completely smoothly and Alex Magee detailed the reasons why.  

The original Tenders as received were all considerably in excess of the estimated amount. The 
original estimates had been made in October 1998 and Alex Magee explained to the Committee 
members the reasons that the original cost estimates taken back in October, 1998 had escalated. 
The subcommittee had analysed the original requirements and had produced a revised Tender 
which would produce cost reductions without compromising functionality. The Contractors were 
invited to produce a revised Quotation based on the updated specifications which excluded the 
provision of a covered way to the entry.. 

Two Contractors had produced revised Quotations and it was moved by Ray Danks and Seconded 
by Alan Beaton that the Club accept a revised Tender amount from Mr. R. Wilson of $136,500.  
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On the 17th February a special meeting of the Executive was convened to make a final decision in 
respect to the purchase of Pacey’s Island. A sub-committee consisting of Peter Lewis, Alec Cook 
and Ray Danks had been formed to perform the feasibility of the purchase and to explore the 
connotations of such a purchase, particularly in respect to the logistics of incorporating the land 
into the course layout. Present at the meeting were Peter Lewis, Alec Cook, Danny Steven, 
Brendan Sammut and Richard Lewis. 

 The report of the sub-committee was presented to the meeting by Peter Lewis. The report 
recommended two courses of action. These were: 

a. Place a Tender bid of $75,000 for the entire island and also, 

b. Place a separate Tender bid of $40,000 for the portion known as Lot 3, Lot 3 being the 
closest part of Pacey’s Island to the golf course. 

After much discussion, a motion that the recommendations be adopted was moved by Brendan 
Sammut and seconded by Alec Cook. Brendan was given the task of finalising Tender documents 
and forwarding them to the Estate Agent. A refundable deposit of $2,000 was also required to be 
forwarded with the Tender.  

The Tender was duly submitted but unfortunately was not successful. Peter Lewis, the President 
of the Club, reported in his newsletter of March 1999, that the club had been advised that there 
was a possibility that the successful bidder may have been interested in selling some of the island 
to the club. He said that the Committee would examine the matter further with regard to 
purchasing some (possibly around 100 acres) if it was offered on favourable terms. 

At the June Committee meeting it was disclosed that the new owner of Kambala Park, Mr. Scott 
Rogers, had indicated that he was willing to sell the Club a portion of his land on Paceys Island. 
On the 26th June a letter was sent to Mr. Scott Rogers confirming the Club’s interest in 
purchasing the 60 acres of Paceys Island closest to the northern end of the Ocean Grove Golf 
Club. The letter confirmed that the Club was prepared to offer $35,000 for the land but due to the 
potential enormous future costs in developing the land together with uncertainty of obtaining 
access to the same, stated further that the Club were not prepared to bear any surveying or legal 
costs in addition to the offer.  

The Committee also decided to make the acquisition of the 60 acres dependent upon discussions 
about the matter with the Council. Potential problems were foreseen in respect to mixed 
ownership as the existing course would be owned by the Council and the extensions to it would 
be owned by the Club.  

On the 7th July a letter addressed to the Asset Manager, Recreation Services of the City of Greater 
Geelong was prepared in which the Ocean Grove Golf Club expressed interest in exploring the 
possibility of purchasing the Golf Course from the Council. 

The letter explained that the Club was negotiating the purchase of 60 acres of land at the 
northern extremity of the course separated from the existing course by a buffer of land owned by 
the Department of Natural Resources and Environment. If this purchase was made, the Club 
Committee foresaw future difficulties in management of a Course which was owned by two 
separate bodies. Accordingly the Council was asked if they would consider selling the Course to 
the Club. If Council were interested, the letter requested that members of the Club be involved in 
any discussions regarding valuations as the Club had contributed large amounts of money and 
manpower in the development to the course to its current standard. 

In June 1999 the Greens report indicated that the 13th tee was about 6 weeks from use and the 5th 
tee had been lowered and a new elevated section built at the back. About 6 weeks required before 
available. The City of Greater Geelong was formally approached about the condition of the foot 
bridge over the creek on the 6th fairway.  
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As a result of earlier discussions held between the Council and members of the Golf Club, an 
inspection had been carried out by Council Risk Officers earlier in the month. These officers had 
reported that, in their opinion, there was no reason for concern re the safety of the foot bridge. 
They expressed concerns in respect to inadequate approaches to the vehicle bridge and requested 
that the safety rails be extended on both sides. These rails were duly extended as requested 
however the golf club committee were not convinced about the condition of the footbridge. Several 
members of the club had remarked on an increase in the sway of the bridge over a period of time. 
As a result of member concerns the committee had moved that the Council be approached to 
instigate a proper engineers inspection. The golf club agreed to meet the cost of such an 
investigation up the value of $500 in accordance with the prevailing lease provisions. 

On the 7th September 1999, in a letter to the Honorary Secretary of the Club, the Victorian Golf 
Association wrote that they had approved an ACR of 67 for the Ocean Grove Golf Course. This was 
comprised of an Exact ACR of 65 with an additional 2 stroke increase above the ACR during the 
calculation of the CCR due to the extreme wind conditions experienced. The letter noted that 
“accordingly, in all competitions, the CCR at the Ocean Grove Golf Club can now be up to 4 
strokes greater than the course ACR. It should be noted that now this approval has been granted, 
it must be utilised at all times (regardless of weather experienced). Discretionary use is not 
permitted.” 
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Lady Members 
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A Brief Profile Of Jean Austin,  
The First Lady Captain At O.G.G.C. 

Jean was born in Kyneton where she attended both state and high schools. She later moved to 
Melbourne Girls Grammar.  

She trained for her nursing at the Alfred and Women’s Hospitals before marrying in 1952 and 
raising three sons. Jean settled on an isolated property near Kyneton where she was 10 miles 
from the closest school. 

Jean played golf at Kyneton for only one year, obviously encouraged by her father, who Captained 
that Club for some 15 years 

Jean then became deeply involved in community- work and her nursing and later she became a 
Life Governor of the Kyneton and District Hospital. In 1975 she moved to Torquay and nursed 
both her parents as well as holding a senior position at the local Community Health Centre.  

In 1986 Jean moved to Ocean Grove and became Captain of the newly formed Ladies section of 
the Ocean Grove Golf Club. She performed these duties for 3 years and later on became President 
for 2 years. During her term as Captain, Jean put her heart and soul into ensuring the well-being 
and satisfaction of each and every member of the club. Her rewards now stand in the friendships 
gained during the whole of this period. Jean insists that ,the Ladies Section would not have 
gained A.W.G.A. affiliation without the knowledge of Hazel Frazer, who .had been involved in 
Rokewood Golf Club’s formation and affiliation. Help was also readily available from Margaret 
Campbell, the then S.W.D.G.A. Captain.  

For many years she could be seen tending the Clubhouse gardens.Diners at the Club on any 
Friday night found her selling raffle tickets.  

Jean is proud to have been one of the seventeen Lady Foundation Members who still meet every 3 
years. All in all I think Jean has been a wonderful ambassador our Club and I hope that it is of 
interest to hear a little of her involvement over the years.  

 

Marianne Rogan 
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February 1986 

In February, 1986, the following notice was placed into a glass case near the 1st Tee.As a result of 
this simple notice, a strong, vibrant, extremely enthusiastic section of the Ocean Grove Golf Club 
was formed. 

 

 

Twelve people attended the inaugural meeting. These were: 

Rose Dalzeil, Jean Dickson, Jean Wilson, Hazel Frazer, Joy O’Hare, Jean Armatys, Joy Carter, 
Jean Austin, Teddy McDonald, Merle Murray, Mollie Matthew and Barb Wiltshire. At the meeting 
it was decided that a Club competition for ladies would be held on Thursday mornings. Interested 
players were to meet at the first tee at 9.15 am to enter into a draw for a nine hole competition.  

Notices were subsequently sent to another 26 ladies including Marg. Dowling, M. Gravett, Edna 
Rainey, Val Kelly, J. Angleton, Mz Ballard, Mz Butcher, Mz Banks, Mz Elliot, L Fox, Mz Healy, L. 
Heron, Miss Hovenden, Mrs. Mackenzie, M. McNeil, Mz Normington, Mz O’Donaghue, Mz Owens, 
Mz Parkhill, Mz Potter, E. Russel, Mz Tolman, Mz Turner, Mz Wagstaff, Mz Watts and E. Smith. 

This resulted in an initial Lady’s Competition of approximately 38 members. 
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On 6th March, 1987, Mrs. T McDonald sent a letter to the General Committee of the Ocean Grove 
Golf Club requesting that consideration be given to the formation of a Ladies committee. 
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At a Special Meeting on Sunday 29th March, 1987, the Committee ratified the formation of the 
Lady’s Committee and introduced By-laws into the club constitution to provide for such 
formation. 

 

 



 

43 

Following the ratification and acceptance by the General Committee of the formation of a Ladies 
Section of the club, the first General Meeting for the election of Office Bearers was held on 2nd 
April 1987. The meeting was chaired by the SWD Lady Captain Ms. Margaret Campbell. 

The following Office Bearers were elected. 

President Barbara Wiltshire 

Vice President Rose Dalziel 

Secretary/Treasurer Alice Jamieson 

Vice Sec/Treasurer Molly Mathews 

Captain Jean Austin 

Assistant Margaret Gravett 

Handicap Manager Hazel Frazer 

Committee Jan Hovenden 

 Teddy McDonald 

Foundation Members 

Alice Jamieson, Edna Rainey, Margaret Gravett, Jean Austin, Val Kelly, Molly Matthews, Merle 
Murray, Barbara Wiltshire,  Rose Dalziel, Joy O’Hare, Ena Shaw, Teddy McDonald, Norma Laing, 
Jean Dickson, Jean Armatyre, Marj Dowling, Jean Wilson, Glad Carpenter, Hazel Frazer. 

There have been three Foundation Member’s Reunions. A 10th Birthday Party was celebrated on 
26-7-97, exactly 10 years to the day from foundation. 

There is a Foundation Member’s Trophy awarded annually for a competition consisting of a secret 
9 holes. This trophy is known as the “Teddy McDonald and Foundation Member’s Trophy”. 

The Ladies records include all competition books, a comprehensive Captain’s Manual, Minutes 
Books, Foundation Members photographs and data plus every Fixtures Book since inception 
together with every Score Card reprint. The Ladies have also maintained an ongoing photo album. 

During that first year the biggest challenge was getting permanent markers for the women’s tees. 
A kind gentleman eventually- cut wooden blocks which soon sank and became covered in grass. 
Each week the first ladies off the tee had to find these markers and dig around them to make 
them visible for that day. In another memorable incident the green keeper hosed some of the 
women in frustration of ‘lady golfers’. (He was a non-golfer! ) A problem occurred when the male 
members did not want the women to hold a Championship -this was overcome by changing the 
title to a ‘Spring Event’ where a winner was duly found. 
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1987 

2nd Apr -  Election of Office Bearers 

7th Apr -  First Official Competition as Ladies Section of Club played 9 Holes 

13th Apr  Course rated for standard scratch of 58 and the Ladies were formally affiliated with 
the VLGU 

23rd Apr 15 ladies played a 9 Hole Competition as members of the VLGU 

21st May Handicaps now available to Ladies as the course has been rated and the very 
necessary permanent markers installed around the course. 

3rd Sept - Ladies 1st Championships of 3 rounds conducted under the heading of “Spring 
Aggregate” to please the General Committee. Won by June Lyons. 
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1988 

Clifton Springs/Ocean Grove Challenge Bowl commenced 

Pennant Play begun. 

1st Amenities Day held. 

August - 2nd Championship won by June Livermore 

September A group of 10 ladies drove to Cobram/Barooga for 4 days social golf. 

February -  Vandalism to the course where the grass on the 4th, 5th and 6th greens was 
literally dug up in patches. The flags were also destroyed. A Working Bee performed 
wonders. 

 Second Foundation Members Reunion was held. 

October -  First Club Day in the new Club House. 

 The Ladies conducted a very successful Garage Sale. 

1988 

In February, 1988 the ladies finally had permanent markers installed. Unfortunately however, not 
a great deal of attention had been paid to them and they tended to get overgrown to the extent 
that they were not visible. In February the Greens Committee approached the grounds staff with 
the request that red markers be placed within nine metres of the white blocks to be played from 
on all occasions by the ladies. 

1989 

1989 proved to be a very successful year for the ladies. Ocean Grove Ladies won their Annual 
competition held with the Clifton Springs Ladies. Three ladies from Ocean Grove combined to 
narrowly defeat Geelong and win the prestigious Silver Challenge bowl. Foul weather resulted in 
the final two rounds of the ladies Championship being postponed until October.  

Social Trip to Yarrawonga for 9 ladies. 

1990 

Once again the ladies found success in respect to trophy collection. Two members won the South-
western District Golf Association Silver Salver Competition.  

Social Trip to Tocamwul for 8 ladies. 

1991 

Commenced Learmonth annual Challenge for Shield. 

1993 

1993 saw an average of 30 ladies playing in the weekly competition. A guest day attracted 76 
ladies playing. Two pennant teams performed very well. Division 8 second, Division 9 third. Ocean 
Grove played Clifton Springs at Ocean Grove. The event was marred somewhat as vandals had 
damaged some of the greens. The ladies rallied round however and they played a modified course 
over which Ocean Grove was successful. 

Kathy Butcher won the championship.  

Course re-rated to 66 ALGU. New par is 68 

1997/1998 

The ladies had a very successful season in 1998. They participated in three District Pennants 
and, under the captaincy of Marianne Rogan had a win in Division 6. This was the Club’s second 
Pennant and the ladies were fully justified in being very proud of their effort.  

They played for the perpetual Challenge Cup at Clifton Springs but unfortunately 1998 was not to 
be their year. 
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At the Club Championships held in the September of 1997, Marianne Rogan won the “A” grade 
championship, Merilyn Tabor won “B” grade and Lesley Lowne was successful in taking out the 
“C” grade trophy. 

An indication of how far the ladies competition, and indeed how far the Ocean Grove Golf Club 
had progressed was demonstrated when the Ladies Committee were able to state that it was a 
particular source of pride to announce that Ocean Grove had been selected to host the Geelong 
District’s President/Captain/Secretary’s Day. 
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Ocean Grove Golf Club Veterans 
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“The Over 60’s” and “The Geriatrics” 

A dedicated group of golfers, originally calling themselves “The over 60’s”, began a weekly 
competition. Playing each Friday, they became a recognised and respected Club within the Club. 
To this day they continue to play on Fridays and their numbers have grown to over 100. They now 
include lady members in a separate 12 hole competition and now enjoy being under the umbrella 
of Veterans Golf Australia who have both recognised and formalised their competitions. 

Over the years a discrete group within the group of approximately 15 men who called themselves 
“The Geriatrics” donated much to the club including a full sized refrigerator which was very much 
needed at the time. 

Initial enquiries have indicated that a Mr. Keith McLeod was the organiser. He was a Police 
Superintendent who lived at Barwon Heads. Other early Over 60’s members were Alan Dalziel, Bill 
Vickers, George Ginger, George Gringle, Keith Gravett and Keith McDonald. A year later these 
players were joined by Kevin Frazer and Joe (Bunny) Austin together with others whose details are 
not complete. 

The years have taken their toll and some of the inaugural members of this group are deceased but 
are very much remembered by those remaining who still play on a Friday. Many thanks go to 
George Pitt and Ted Sapwell (whose wives used to prepare the refreshments at George’s house for 
the special occasions) for assisting us with information for the compiling of this document. 

The Formation of the Ocean Grove Veterans 

In November 1996, Ted Sapwell, Bill Vickers and George Pitt announced that they were retiring 
from their present roles in the Veterans golf. They wished to participate as players but felt that the 
time had come for “new blood” in the organisation and running of the Friday competitions. 

In an open letter to the members of the club, they pointed out that it was an opportune time for 
the Veteran’s competition to undergo substantial change. The competition as it was being played 
was fairly informal in nature. The competition was outside the jurisdiction of the Ocean Grove 
Golf Club and was responsible for all aspects of competition including the allocation of handicaps. 

The options that they offered for consideration were; 

1. Continue on unchanged with a separate handicapping system to the Club handicaps 
under a new management group. 

2. Reduce the age limit to a minimum of 55 years to be consistent with the District Veterans. 

3. Run the daily competitions in accordance with normal Club competitions under the 
umbrella of an official Veterans competition. 

4. Run as a separate Veterans Group but observe the official Club Handicaps. 

5. Run the Veterans competitions as an official club competition but form a separate sub 
committee with independent office bearers.  

It was stated in the letter that if the option to become an official club event was taken, then the 
entry fee would have to increase as the Veterans would be required to pay competition fees to the 
Club. Advantages however included recognition for Hole-in-Ones and eagles. There would also be 
no need for a Veterans Committee as the Club would accept all responsibility for running the 
competition. 

A meeting to discuss the letter and its implications was held after the golf on Friday 29th 
November, 1996. Peter Lewis chaired the meeting. In his opening address, Peter welcomed all and 
thanked Ted Sapwell, Bill Vickers and George Pitt for their efforts in running the Veterans in 
recent years. 

The first item on the agenda was probably the easiest to decide upon. After a brief discussion, it 
was moved Alec Cook, seconded Kevin Frazer, that the Ocean Grove Veterans would align with the 
District Veterans and allow players to compete with a minimum age of 55 years. 
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The discussions regarding the future structure of the Veterans group were lengthy. Many 
members had opinions and were keen to have their say. It became apparent that the majority of 
members were happy to become a more formal division of the Ocean Grove Golf Club but they 
also wanted the group to retain control over its own operations. They also felt that the Veterans 
should be contributing in some way to Club funds. 

It became very clear that the majority of the members did not want time sheets to be introduced. 
The system of “turning up” on Friday mornings was felt to be convenient and contributed to club 
spirit as most people enjoyed playing with random partners each week. 

 

The feelings of the majority were quite clear and Peter Wilding moved and Noel Pennington 
seconded that a committee of 5 members be elected to take responsibility for running the Ocean 
Grove Veterans Competition under the jurisdiction of the Ocean Grove Golf Club. Some members 
expressed their concern that the Veterans Competition could be swallowed up by the main body of 
the Club.  

To alleviate their reservations Sam McElroy then moved and Bob Cook seconded that the sub-
committee be directed to ensure that the separate identity of the Veterans Group was maintained. 
This motion was duly carried. 

An election of office bearers was held and the meeting elected Bob Cook, Alec Cook, Sam McElroy, 
Peter Lewis and Alan Cover as the inaugural committee members of the Ocean Grove Golf Club 
Veterans Golf Club. 

Bob Cook moved and Sid Fell seconded that the competition fee be raised to $2.00 and George Pitt 
offered his services to continue as the starter in the new year. The general meeting then closed 
and the newly elected committee held their inaugural meeting. 

The first item on the agenda was the delegation of responsibilities. After discussion the office 
bearers were appointed as follows: 

Chairman – Peter Lewis,  

Deputy Chairman – Bob Cook,  

Secretary – Alan Cover,  

Treasurer – Bob Cook,  

Co-ordinator – Alec Cook,  

Registrar – Sam McElroy. 

The committee then ratified the decision to charge $2 as an entry fee to the competition. It was 
proposed that some proportion of this money be retained by the Veterans and that up to $1 per 
player be paid to the Club. The remained of the money was to be retained for distribution of 
trophies. 

Alec Cook was appointed to draw up a fixture for the following year and to contact other Veterans 
groups in the area in an endeavour to arrange inter-club activity. 

The decision was also made that score cards when returned would be submitted to the Club 
handicapper to enable handicap adjustment. Special arrangements were to be made for those 
people who did not have an official Club handicap to enable them to play in the weekly 
competition whilst submitting the requisite number of cards. It was also decided that there would 
be two separate competitions each week. An 18 hole stableford and a 12 hole stableford for the 
older members would run concurrently. 

By 1997 the Veteran’s Golf had become a prominent feature of the Ocean Grove Golf Club. The 
Friday fields were very well patronised, the weekly average for the Friday competition was a little 
in excess of 44 players. 

The large numbers were starting to present a problem in respect to the elapsed time taken 
between the first group teeing off and the final group completing their game. An important aspect 
of the Veteran’s competition was the socialising enjoyed by all of the competitors in the club 
house after the game.  
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In addition to the normal prizes for the winners, runners-up and “nearest the pins”, numbers 
were drawn at random and the player with the corresponding competition entry number won a 
bottle of wine or a golf ball. The long delays meant that some players were waiting for up to two 
hours for the presentation to take place. This was considered unacceptable and the Committee  
decided to seek a solution. 

After careful consideration of all of the options available, the Committee implemented a two card 
system. This in effect meant that the field was split into two sections, half played from the first tee 
using the “Standard” score card, the second half played from the seventh tee using the “Variation” 
Card. This effectively resulted in two discrete competitions being conducted in unison. The first 
group of competitors played their final six holes on the outside of the course, the second group 
played their final six holes over the inner holes of the course.  

This strategy proved to be very successful in overcoming the delays that were creeping into the 
play due to the large fields. It was also very popular with the players as it effectively meant that 
another two daily trophies for first and runner-up were “up for grabs”. 

It was also decided in 1997 that the lady veterans would be invited to play a 12 hole mixed event 
in conjunction with those men who for one reason or another preferred to play 12 holes only. The 
ladies took up the invitation with relish and the competition proved to be very popular. 

The Veterans held picnic days at Baroona Plains and St. Leonard’s Golf Clubs. These days were 
well attended and enjoyed by all participants. 

The 1997/1998 season also saw the introduction of Veteran Pennant play into the Geelong 
District Veteran’s Association program. Much of the planning and initial research for this event 
was performed by the Ocean Grove Veteran’s President, Peter Lewis and the Ocean Grove Co-
ordinator, Alex Cook. On the 24th April, Peter Lewis sent a letter to each of the Veteran co-
ordinators in the Geelong District. In the letter he expressed his wish to start a Pennant Golf 
competition for veterans. He invited the delegates to a round of golf at Ocean Grove, followed by a 
sausage sizzle as a prelude to a meeting to discuss his proposal. 

The response was enthusiastic and a meeting was held at the Ocean Grove Golf Club on 
Wednesday, 14th May 1997 for the purpose of discussing the possibility of starting 
Veterans/Seniors Pennant Golf in the region. Present at the meeting were Reg Pearce, (G.D.G.A. 
President), Peter Richardson (Asst. Secretary G.D.V.G.A.) as Pt. Lonsdale representative, Ray 
Normington (President Ocean Grove Golf Club), Clive Trewin (St. Leonards), Tom Ward and Bruce 
Parry (Queenscliff), Stan Jackson (Barwon Valley), George Hubbard (Curlewis), Geoff Wisbey 
(Clifton Springs), Jack Powers (Port Arlington), Harry Rendell and Alan Parton (Anglesea), Tony 
Balkin (East Geelong), Peter Lewis, Alan Cover, Alec Cook and Bob Cook (Ocean Grove) and Bernie 
Giles (G.D.V.G.A.) 

The Chairman, Mr. Reg Pearce thanked the delegates for attending the meeting and explained that 
he was present on a personal basis only. He was not there to express the views of the Geelong and 
District Association. After explaining that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the 
possibility of forming a Veterans of Seniors Pennant Competition in the Geelong region, he 
introduced Peter Lewis who had convened the meeting. Peter explained that he had been 
discussing with regular players in the District Veterans Association Competition the concept of a 
Veterans’ Pennant Competition. 

Peter told the group that many veterans who felt that they were still capable of producing good 
golf in a Pennant environment had been displaced from their club Pennant teams by younger 
players. He had spoken to many veterans and they had expressed great interest in the formation 
of a separate veterans’ pennant competition. 

Peter Richardson, Assistant Secretary of the Geelong and District Veterans Association indicated 
that the Association fully supported the concept but stated that his committee was fully occupied 
in the running of the Veterans monthly competitions. He suggested that a committee would need 
to be established to work through the concept.  

With this assurance that they would have support in principle from the District Veterans 
Association, chairman Reg put it to the meeting that a decision needed to be made by the Clubs 
whether or not they wanted to pursue a Veterans Pennant Competition. Alan Parton of Anglesea 
the moved and Peter Lewis of Ocean grove seconded the motion that a Seniors or veterans 
Competition be formed. The motion was carried unanimously. 
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After further discussion the Chairman called for volunteers to form a committee to work through 
this concept. Alex Cook and Peter Lewis of Ocean Grove volunteered to jointly take one position on 
this Committee, Alan Parton of Anglesea volunteered, and Stan Jackson and Ian Briguet of 
Barwon Valley jointly volunteered to take one position. (Ted Marsh of Curlewis volunteered 
outside the meeting to take up a position.) 

No other persons expressed interest in becoming part of the committee and the meeting closed. In 
closing Chairman Reg again indicated his full support and personal assistance of the proposal 
saying that it was an excellent concept and that he believed that it would be a first for Victoria 
and possibly Australia in the Veteran ranks. 

On Monday 19th April 1999, the Ocean Grove Veterans hosted the day’s competition of the District 
Veterans. The enthusiasm for District Veteran competition became very apparent when it was 
found that 160 District Golfers desired to visit the course on this day. It was found necessary to 
split the field into morning and afternoon events with the 1st and 7th tees being used in tandem. 
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Veteran’s Major Events 

 

1. Summer Aggregate - PAR  November - April 

  best 5 Cards 18 Hole Men 

  Best 5 Cards 12 Hole Ladies 

 

2. George Ginger Plate - Stableford March 

 

3. Bill Vickers Trophy - 2 Ball Ambrose May 

 

4. Winter Aggregate - Stableford  June - August 

  Best 5 Cards 18 Hole Men 

  Best 5 Cards 12 Hole Ladies 

 

5. Ted Sapwell Trophy - Stroke  October 

  Best 2 out of 3 Cards 

  18 Hole Men 

 

6. Jean Austin Trophy - Stableford October 

  Best 2 out of 3 Cards 

  12 Hole Ladies 
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The Pelican Bistro 
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Wining & Dining 

In 1994 the ladies began serving meals from the club kitchen. For the first three months they 
telephoned orders to George Penny’s Spit Roast business and George would deliver the orders to 
the Club in time for the ladies to take orders and serve the meals as required. 

It became obvious that many of the lady members were willing to assist and a roster was drawn 
up. The menu was enhanced and two main meals were offered. Fish and chips were the mainstay 
and a second choice, usually steak was offered. To further complement the menu a very popular 
serve-your-self salad bar was also made available. Once a month, a chef, Mick Gould assisted the 
ladies to produce a “special” meal. 

 

From Left:  Kath Butcher, Molly Mathews, Barb Wiltshire, 
Jean Austin, Marg Gravitt 

A great deal of fun and enjoyment was had by the ladies working in the kitchen. On one occasion, 
a lady was given the task of flouring pieces of fish before it was dipped into the batter. Off she 
went to do her job and no one paid her any attention until someone noticed her and asked her 
“What are you doing?”. “Flouring the fish”, she replied. No one had thought to explain to her that 
the fish was floured as it was ordered. She had carefully floured 30 pieces of fish before she was 
stopped. All of the volunteers took home cooked pieces of fish that night. 

The members dining in the club were treated to a new 
taste sensation when garlic flakes were sprinkled on the 
ice-cream sundaes instead of crushed nuts. It was all 
taken in fun and there is a rumor that at least one diner 
said that he preferred the garlic taste anyway. 

To add to the atmosphere of the Friday night meals, 
Jean Austin and a group of volunteers held a “Friday 
Night Food Raffle”. They conducted this raffle for three 
years. At 7.30 pm the Committee conducted a Lucky 
Number Member’s Draw for which the member had to 
be present to win the prize. All of this activity made the 
Club a very convivial place on a Friday night and had 
the effect of substantially assisting the bar trade. 



 

57 

Volunteers were plentiful with many of the male members together with friends and relatives 
offering aid. The money raised from the meals was invested into improvements and eventually the 
kitchen became very well equipped. This extra equipment allowed the restaurant to cater for 
weddings, presentation nights and Xmas break-up parties. Many other local clubs started using 
the golf club facilities when catering for a large number of people was required.  

The kitchen served meals on Friday nights for 5 years with the occasional Saturday and 
Wednesday thrown in. The popularity just continued to grow and it became apparent that more 
tables were needed to seat the patrons. Patrons were queuing to gain entrance and Monica 
Connellan and Peter Davis always ensured that they found a seat somewhere for everybody.  

The bar was always busy and the dedicated drink dispensers working behind the bar were as flat 
out as the glass washers they used. 

The comprehensive record books maintained by Margaret Gravett show that on one auspicious 
evening, a record 171 meals were served.  

 

 

 

Five years were enough. With the growth in popularity, it became apparent that the volunteers 
were getting tired. Professional help was engaged to run the restaurant. John Grady and his son 
Sean took over the kitchen for the year of 1999. The restaurant was run by the Colindena Hotel 
for three months prior to Mr. Jim Vassos becoming the Pelican Bistro Chef in 2000.  
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Appendices 
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Shire Engineer’s Report May 1978 

PARKS AND RESERVES COMMITTEE MEETING 

SHIRE ENGINEER’S REPORT 
12th May 1978 

1.0    9 Hole Golf Course - Gutheridge Street, Ocean Grove 

The following summary briefly outlines work completed at the Golf Course. 

Funds were allocated in 1974 for the par 3, 9 hole golf course through the Rural Employment 
Development Scheme which was being constructed over tip fill. 

As the reclamation of the tip area expanded, fairways were sown down and some 1500 native 
trees planted. Greens and tees on 3 fairways west of the creek were partially formed. The creek 
was dredged and widened to provide an area of tidal influenced water from the Barwon River. The 
area was originally swampy marshland. 

Water reticulation was installed to most of the course area as shown on the plan provided. 

Following an allocation of $20,000 from Council’s loan program 1977-78, the shaping of greens 
and tees was completed. All greens have been sown and tees covered with turf sods cut from 
selective areas around the course. 

A large quantity of seed was washed from many greens particularly the batter areas following the 
recent storm. However, with continued topdressing and oversowing these should be established 
within the next 2 months. 

Trees have been planted to complete landscaping and the creek area loamed and sown down. 

Remaining works to be completed include fencing the western and northern boundaries; 
installation of a footbridge over the creek to connect the two course areas; loaming and sowing 
down of bare areas in some fairways and the purchase of cups, flags, tee markers, ball washers, 
rubbish bins, seats, etc. 

Sufficient loan funds are available for the completion of the golf course and purchase of minor 
items of equipment mentioned. 

However, capital items to be considered for future estimates, not included in the $20,000 loan 
area:- 

1. Provision for an adequate water supply being two 5000 gallon concrete water tanks 
with pressure pump, electricity supply and pumphouse. During the last summer 
period difficulties arose in watering the western end of the course area due to the 
increased consumption by holiday makers during that period, resulting in loss of 
pressure. 

 

2. Machinery shed and storage area 

3. Office, - for collection of green fees etc. 

4. Clubhouse and changerooms. 

The golf course is presently manned by 3 Council employees with an estimated maintenance for 
1977-’78 of $20,500. Expenditure for the 6 month period ending 31/3/’78 was $9,718. 

A direction is sought regarding the day to day running of the golf course, collection of green fees 
etc., through this committee for full Council perusal. 

 

A summary of green fee charges at other Municipal Golf Courses in the Geelong area is outlined 
as follows:- 

SHIRE OF CORIO 

18 holes - Elcho Park, Approximately 10,000 rounds played in 1977. 
80c/round weekdays, $1.00 on weekends 30c students. 
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CITY OF NEWTOWN 

18 holes - Queens Park, Approximately 63,000 rounds in 1977. 
$5.00/season, $1.80/weekdays, $2.00/weekends and Public Holidays, students $1.00, 
Pensioners $1.00 

CITY OF SOUTH BARWON 

18 holes - Barwon Comm. Approximately 40,000 rounds in 1977. 
$1.40 weekends/public holidays, $1.00/weekdays, 80c/9 holes weekdays. 

 

Correspondence received by Mr. H. Carmody, the proprietor of a motel in Gutheridge street, 
opposite the golf course, has indicated that he is willing to offer his services for the collection of 
green fees and hiring of golf club sets. 

However, he indicated that as part of his remuneration for the collection of green fees, Council 
must pay part or a percentage collected. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That green fees be collected by the course curator during normal working hours or 
off peak periods and an honour box system provided when the curator is attending 
to course maintenance. Other times such as the school holidays, weekends, public 
holidays, etc., green fees are to be collected by a part time employee or attendant 
other than greens staff. 

Green fee charges to be:- 

 $1.00 per 9 holes - weekends/public holidays. 
 80 per 9 holes - weekdays 
 50 per 9 holes - Pensioners/students (any time) 

 

Green fee charges to be reviewed annually and adjusted according to the projected use of 
the course. 

 

2. The date for the opening of the 9 hole course is to be November 1st 1978. 

 

3. That the following Capital works be considered by the Parks and Reserves 
Committee at the 1978 - ’79 Estimates review. 

 (a) An office to collect green fees. 
(b) Water tanks and pressurized reticulation system. 
(c) Shedding for equipment. 
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Minutes of Inaugural Meeting July, 1985 

MINUTES OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE OCEAN GROVE GOLF CLUB INCORPORATED 
HELD AT THE OCEAN GROVE BOWLING CLUB. ON MONDAY. 29 JULY. 1985. AT 7.30 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: 85 people  

 

The President of the Ocean Grove Bowling Club, Mr. Brian Heron, welcomed those in attendance 
and introduced Cr. Ken Palethorpe, who acted as Chairman.  

 

APOLOGIES: Mr. Jack Sheehan  

   Cr. Mick Robinson 

   Cr. Wally Nairn  

   Mr. Harry Mee  

 

Mr. Herb Carmody gave an outline of the history of the “Royal Tip” Golf Club.  

 

Mr. Graham Absalom outlined the reasons for tonight’s meeting.  

 

Mr. Neville Ludeman addressed the meeting on the advantages of the formation of the Ocean 
Grove Golf Club Incorporated.  

 

Moved Neville Ludeman, seconded Herb Carmody,  

“That, the persons present join in Association to form the Ocean Grove Golf Club Incorporated, 
and that this meeting take all necessary steps to effect this purpose.”  

CARRIED  

 

Moved Keith McLeod, seconded Dale Park,  

“That, the Statement of Purposes as presented to this meeting be adopted as those of the Ocean 
Grove Golf Club Incorporated.”  

CARRIED 

 

Moved Keith McLeod, seconded Ivan Ross,  

“That, the Constitution and Rules as presented to this meeting be adopted as the Constitution 
and Rules of the Ocean Grove Golf Club Incorporated.”  

CARRIED  

Cr. Palethorpe then declared all positions vacant on the Committee and called for any 
nominations;  

Mr. Vic Pedler   was nominated as President.  

Mr. Graeme Reilly  was nominated as Vice-President.  

Mr. Herb Carmody  was nominated as Treasurer. 

Mr. Graham Absalom  was nominated as Secretary.  

Mr. Neville Ludeman  was nominated as Club Captain.  
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The following were nominated as Committee members:  

Mr. Peter Davis 

Mr. Ivan Ross  

Mr. Keith McLeod 

Mr. Joe Kingwell 

Mr. Jack Johnson 

Mr. Ross Napier 

Mr. John Cook  

 

As the number of nominations exceeded the number of vacancies, an election was held with Cr. 
Jones and Cr. Palethorpe as scrutineers.  

 

The following Committee members were elected:  

Mr. Peter Davis  

Mr. Ivan Ross  

Mr. Keith McLeod  

Mr. Joe Kingwell  

Mr. Jack Johnson  

 

Cr. Palethorpe presented all Committee Members with badges of office.  

 

Moved Keith McLeod, seconded Jack Dowling,  

“That, Graham Absalom be appointed as the Public officer, to make application to have the Ocean 
Grove Golf Club, incorporated under the provisions of the Associations Incorporations Act 1981, 
and that he be provided with $60.00 from Club funds to effect this purpose.”  

CARRIED  

The President welcomed all the Office Bearers and thanked all those who offered their service for 
Office.  

The President thanked Mr. Keith McLeod for his assistance in preparing the Constitution and 
Rules document.  

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION  

 

As no general business could be entered into, a general discussion took place.  

 

Mr. Dale Park raised the question of liability of members while playing on the course.  

 

Mr. Brendan Galvin enquired as to who could be the Club Handicapper. Mr. Tony Maher accepted 
the position of Handicapper.  

 

The location of a notice board and box to post score cards was discussed.  
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Mr. Les Johnson raised the question of future plans to extend and improve the course.  

 

The President, Mr. Vic Pedler, thanked all those present for their attendance and Cr. Palethorpe 
for initially chairing the meeting.  

 

THE MEETING CLOSED.  
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First President’s Report 1985/86 

 

Members and Prospective Members,  

 

The 1985/86 Golf year has been a history making one for the Ocean Grove Golf Club. The one 
hundred and seventy six people that became financial members verified the decision of those who 
attended the inaugural meeting in July last year and formed the Club. As well as this membership 
boom there were numerous historical milestones achieved during the year. These included :-  

 

- incorporation of the Ocean Grove Golf Club  

- establishment of Greens Committee  

- relationship developed with the Shire of Bellarine  

- course improvements by Ocean Grove Golf Club working bees  

- planning and funding for course extension  

- clubhouse developments  

- financial status  

- establishment of Club identity through jumpers, logos and caps  

- acceptance of Club by Geelong & District Golf Association  

- inter-action with other sporting groups  

- success of Presentation Night  

 

My thanks and congratulations must go to those on the Committee that gave so much time and 
expertise to assist in achieving these milestones.  

 

Many Members also contributed to the success of the Club and I convey my thanks to them. The 
strength of any Club is in the Members so any assistance with working bees, the duty roster in 
the tee-box over Christmas, the running of the functions is a very important role of all members.  

 

 

VIC PEDLER  

President  
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER. 1986 

 

ACCUMULATED FUNDS  

 Balance 1 October, 1985  

  from Royal Tip Golf Club 359.54  

 Add Surplus this year  8,813.33  

   $ 9,172.87  

REPRESENTED BY:  

 General Bank Account  1,811.71  

 Investment Account  7,001.62  

 Term Deposit  359.54  

   $ 9,172.87  

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD 
1 OCTOBER. 1985 TO 30 SEPTEMBER. 1986  

RECEIPTS  

 Membership   10,695.00  

 Entry Fees   1,352.10  

 Green Fees   17,058.70  

 Bank Interest   686.28  

 Tee Box Manning  Note 1  3,675.44  

 Honesty Box   1,216.36  

 Donations   5.00  

 Functions  Note 2  2,944.83 

    $ 37,633.71 

LESS EXPENDITURE  

 Incorporation Fee   63.60  

 Shire of Be11arine   23,430.34  

 Float   50.00  

 Trophies   456.00  

 Bank Charges   56.11  

 Tee Box Manning  Note 3  1,434.75  

 Functions  Note 4  2,257.11  

 Advertising   37.00  

 Stationery   202.75  

 Sundry  Note 5  832.72  

   $ 28,820.38  

NET SURPLUS   $ 8,813.33  
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OCEAN GROVE GOLF CLUB 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH 1996 

 

AGENDA 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

REPORTS 

 

Presidents 

Captains 

Greens Committee 

Treasurers & Auditors 

Ladies 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

and 

 

ORDINARY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

New Constitution 
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Minutes of Annual General Meeting 11/11/96. 

The meeting was opened at 7.30pm and President Ray Normington welcomed the group of 67 
members present. Ray Normington, Chairman of meeting and Peter Lewis Minute Secretary.  

 

Apologies:  

Kevin & Ethel Dean. Ken Diamond, Jean Evans. Verona Wilson. Bill Vickers, George Pitt. Kerry 
Danks. Peter & Maris Williams. Keith Gravett and Reg Pearce, President of G.D.G.A  

 

Minutes of last Annual General Meeting of 13.11.95. Read aloud by Secretary Peter Lewis. 
With no business arising from those minutes Peter Fraatz moved and Ray Danks seconded that 
those minutes be received as read. Carried.  

 

Reports. Ray Normington stated that all reports had been circulated to members and asked if 
there were any matters arising from reports.  

The following reports were presented:-  

 

Presidents Report.  

Captains Report (match & handicap)  

Greens Committee Report.  

Treasurers Report.  

Auditors Report.  

 

With nothing arising from reports it was moved D. Kee and seconded T. Sapwell that reports as 
circulated be received. Carried.  

 

Chairman Ray then thanked all the outgoing committee for their assistance during the year and 
declared all positions vacant and asked David Kee to take the chair.  

 

David then called for someone to nominate Peter Lewis as minute secretary. for the remainder of 
the meeting. Moved Monica Connellan 2nd .Alister Brown. Carried.  

 

David Kee then congratulated the outgoing committee on a job well done. He also personally 
thanked Peter Davis for his assistance to him with preparation of food on mixed and guests days.  

 

 

David then read Committee Nominations as received.  

 

President :- Ray Normington. Nom. by T. Ford. 2nd A. Sitka.  

Captain. Andy Sitka. Nom. by R. Normington. 2nd P. Davis.  

Vice President. Peter Lewis. Nom. by P, Davis. 2nd. T, Ford.  

Secretary. Ray Danks. Nom. by P. Davis. 2nd J. Sherlock.  

Treasurer. Danny Steven. Nom. by .A. Magee 2nd. P. Davis.  
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General Committee.  

Terry Ford. Nom. by R. Normington. 2nd A. Sitka.  

Alex Magee. Nom. by R. Normington. 2nd. .A. Sitka.  

Peter Davis. Nom. by T. Ford. 2nd by P. Lewis. 

Leslie Lowndes. Nom. by R. Normington. 2nd by E. Wilson.  

David Cornwell. Nom by P. Lewis 2nd by R. Normington.  

 

There being only sufficient nominations for the vacant positions David declared all those: 
nominated elected to their respective positions. Ray Normington then resumed as Chairman for 
the meeting. and the new committee took. their positions at the table.  

Chairman then called for nominations for the position of auditor for the coming year,. Alister 
Brown moved and David Kee seconded that Greg O’Halloran again be appointed~ There being no 
further nominations Greg O’Halloran was appointed subject to his acceptance.  

Chairman Ray then stated that the only general business on the agenda was the new constitution 
and informed the meeting that draft copies of the constitution had been available for reading in 
the Clubhouse for the last few weeks and that all members had been advised by mail that this 
matter was to be included on the agenda for tonight. Ray called for discussion on the constitution 
and pointed out that three changes had been made to the draft constitution that had been on 
display such changes were made in accordance with suggestions from interested members. There 
being no discussion forthcoming on the constitution Ray called for some member to move that the 
constitution in its amended form be accepted as the Clubs new constitution. Moved by E. Sapwell 
and 2nd by P. Fraatz that this amended constitution be received. Carried.  

There being no further matters on the agenda Ray closed the meeting at 7.40pm.  

Peter C. Lewis,  

Minute Secretary for this A.G.M.  
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Presidents Report 1995-6  

The 1995-6 year has been a most significant and successful one for our Club starting with the 
Inaugural Open Tournament in December 1995.  

This event put our club on the map and is still regarded as one of the best ever staged in country 
Victoria, my congratulations go to all the committee and helpers that made it a success.  

Financially, the Club has recorded a satisfactory surplus mainly due to Sponsorship, 
merchandise sales and a positive return from all meetings, functions and green fee collection.  

We have experienced many changes this year including the signing of the course lease which I am 
sure gives everyone a sense of ownership, and the introduction of many varieties of quality 
garments with our new Club logo which will go along way to promoting our Club at other venues, 
these along with all other changes has seen the Club grow and mature. Presentation night was 
also a huge success being another first for the Club with the presenting of all Members trophies 
on that night reinforcing the continuing unity in the Club between Ladies, Men, Juniors and 
Seniors.  

The ensuing year promises to be very interesting and challenging as we continue to foster the 
working relationships between all Committees, Members, and all other Golfing bodies.  

I congratulate all winners of board events this year and wish the incoming Committee the very 
best for the 1996-7 year.  

In closing may I thank the Committee and all sub Committees for their continued support and 
loyalty to myself as without the dedication from you this year would have not been the success it 
has been.  

 

Ray Normington 

President  

Match and Handicap 1996 Annual Report 

Sub Committee 

David Kee -Captain and G.D.G.A. Delegate.  

Andy Sitka -Vice Captain, Junior Pennant Mentor & G.D.G.A Delegate. 

Ray Danks -Handicapper .  

Kevin Sturges -Senior Pennant Co-ordinator.  

Alan Cover -Friday Veterans.  

Marion Nornlington -Ladies Captain 

Handicapping 

In October 1995 the Club purchased a computerized handicapping system and the men’s 
handicaps have been done with this system since. It is a simple straight forward program, and 
above all else makes the handicapping job that much simpler. Many thanks to Ray Danks who 
has kept all handicaps up to date. 

1995 Open Tournament 

Much has already been said about the tournament that put the Ocean Grove Golf Club on the 
golfing calendar. My thanks go out to all those volunteers who made the Club’s first open 
tournament the great success that it was. 

Planning and preparation for the 1996 Open has been progressing since June. With the pre-
planning and again the support from you, the volunteers, this years open should be equal to or 
better than 1995.  
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Pennant 

Junior -Two teams were entered into the G .D .G. A. Junior Pennant. The first team missed on 
the finals this year and while the second team is young it gained valuable experience for coming 
years. The Juniors have been great ambassadors for the club and the club can be justly proud of 
them.  

Senior -Again two teams were entered. Division 3 missed playing in the finals by just two games. 
This was a disappointment considering they were runners up in this division in 1995. Division 2 
Reserve was used for our up and coming pennant players to gain valuable experience and some of 
these players will be pushing for selection in the higher grades in the 1997 and 1998 seasons.  

Many thanks to Andy Sitka and Kevin Sturges for their work and assistance to me with pennant 
this year.  

Club Representation 

48 members represented the club throughout the year in various Cups, shields and Plates in 
events held throughout the district. Of these “teams” the club won its first shield within the 
District when John Rynkiewicz, Grant Nelis and Andy Sitka won the Geelong Advertiser Shield at 
Lorne.  

The Club was well represented and were always within striking distance. An equal second in the 
Colin Campbell Trophy at Reedy Lakes was an example of this. Thanks to all those members who 
represented the club and I hope you all enjoyed the experience. 

Club Competitions.  

The overall numbers participating in club competitions has increased this year. Looking at the 
Treasurer’s Report competition fees have increased greatly this year but we must remember that 
the 1995 open tournament fees are also included in these figures.  

New Events included this year were “Eclectic”, “Cock of the Walk”, “Holden Scramble”, “Spalding 
Championships”, “Queen Elizabeth II Trophy”, and the “C.U.B. Teams Event” as well as increasing 
the ever popular Sunday Mixed events.  

The Club this year introduced a voucher system for the trophy winners and this appears to have 
proven very popular with one member having saved up his vouchers to pay for his wife’s joining 
fee and subscription.  

The 1997 fixture book is well on its way to being finalised and will be further improved from what 
has been learnt this year.  

1996 Club Championships.  

Hearty congratulations to the following:-  

Grant Nelis - Club Champion .  

Colin Bate - ”B” Grade Champion.  

Graeme Bate - ”C” Grade Champion.  

David Bate - Junior Champion.  

 

and a new classification for 1996 and beyond.  

Jim Ingles -Senior Champion.  

 

The club has also purchased shields for “B”, “C” and Senior Champions and these will be updated 
and hung behind the bar thus displaying the names of all our champions.  

Hearty congratulations to these Champions and also to all other championship winners during 
the year.  
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Knock-out Events.  

This year saw some rounds put off/deferred, etc. for a variety of reasons and in one case the event 
finished some two months after the scheduled date. In fairness to all members who enter these 
events, in 1997 all knock-out events will be played on particular days with times being allocated 
on the time sheet for these events. Matches not played on the fixtured dates will be forfeited so 
please look closely when entering these events next year.  

General  

Changes have been made to the way our club golf has been managed this year and most of these 
changes have been accepted. The two main  areas being the introduction of time sheets and the 
competition entry format. Further changes are in the pipeline and will be introduced gradually.  

Summary.  

I feel the club has progressed towards a more professional approach in the way the club 
competitions have been handled this year and I know this will only improve as time goes on.  

In particular I must thank the following:-  

Our President, Mr. Ray Normington, for his help and assistance throughout the year with 
particular his help with computer time in getting things organised.  

The General Committee for assisting with the direction golf took this year. I have enjoyed working 
with you.  

The Match and Handicap Sub-committee for giving me their knowledge and experience to make 
things better.  

To Marion Normington, Ladies Captain, in helping to bring both the ladies and men of the club 
closer together through open communication and our mixed competitions.  

To our Tee stewards for the work they have done over the whole year. This is a very responsible 
job and gets little praise for the work. To all, well done.  

And finally to you, the Members, for giving me the opportunity of being Captain of the Ocean 
Grove Golf Club. I have really enjoyed my year and  wish all of you the best in the future. I would 
also like to take this opportunity of wishing the incoming Committee a great and successful 1997.  

Yours in golf,  

 

David W. Kee,  

Captain 1996. 

 

Greens Committee Report 1996 

1996 commenced with the 12th green being resodded after the failure of the reseeding program. 
The maintenance program of fertilising, topdressing, spraying for fungi and coring were all 
completed and as a result the greens have been in very good playing condition for the whole year. 
Gypsum has been spread on the 4th, 9th and 10th fairways. These fairways have improved 
greatly this year and only a small number of bare patches need to be repaired. This is to be done 
next autumn when the ground is easier to work. 

In keeping with lease agreement, a capital works program has continued with Alex Magee 
overseeing the planting of 230 trees with the assistance of volunteers. Tee and distance markers 
have been replaced with distance markers now placed 125 metres from the greens. New tees for 
green fee players have been constructed on the 4th, 5th and 12th holes. The practice nets have 
been completed with concrete pads with rubber tee mat inserts. Twelve extra sand bins have been 
placed around the course with ample sand buckets now available to players at all times. This has 
greatly reduced the number of unfilled divots. Four new rubbish bin holders have been installed 
with others relocated. 
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The Club proposes to undertake a major capital improvement program over the next 2 to 3 years 
subject to the availability of finance. On the recommendation of the Geelong District Golfing 
Association we had Mr. Joe Briody survey our course in relation to:- 

1.  Safety -misdirected balls landing on wrong fairways, in the boat ramp/golf club car 
park, in Wallington Road and Caravan Park.  

2.  Improvement to layout keeping in mind that it be not to difficult for the average 
golfer.  

His recommendations include the extension of some tees, enlarging some greens, a new green, 
construction of mounds, erection of safety screens, drainage where necessary and the planting of 
trees in strategic locations. 

At present, we have a submission before the Sports and Recreation Minor Facilities Grant Scheme 
for a dollar for dollar grant. Every indication is that we will be successful in obtaining this grant of 
approx. $16,000 which we must match with cash or the equivalent in labour.  

After our First Annual Tournament many participants complimented the Club on the organisation 
and the presentation of the course. This was due to dedicated and enthusiastic Tournament and 
Greens Committee Members and volunteers who worked ,so unselfishly to make it the success it 
was.  

On behalf of the Greens Committee I: would like to thank all those who participated in helping us 
to complete the various tasks around the golf course. I would also like to thank the City of Greater 
Geelong staff, especially :Peter Clarke, for their co-operation in 1996 and hope that this can 
continue in the future. 

 

Terry Ford, 

Chairman - Greens Committee. 

 

Ladies Committee Report 1996.  

The Ladies Committee of the Ocean Grove Golf Club have pleasure in submitting the following 
report. 

1995-6 has been a most successful time starting with our Inaugural Open Tournament in 
December 1995, we had full fields, good weather and the support from our many Club Members 
who helped make the 4 days a success.  

Three rounds of Championships were played in May, 63 players took part to determine the winner 
and congratulations go to Marianne Rogan who is this year’s Champion.  

Our Pennant Teams this year in division 7 & 9 both came second and we congratulate them on a 
great effort, better luck next year.  

Amenities day sponsored by ANZ bank, saw a field of 56 take to our course and enjoy their p/ay 
and fine food afterwards.  

Picnic day in August saw a field of 56, also our guest day in October Sponsored by Local Driving 
School saw a field of 68, and a great day was had by Members and their guests.  

2 mixed days with the Friday men are always well attended and the men really enjoy our famous 
ladies luncheon.  

Our first ladies Bowl in June was a great first, with the help of the men out on the course and in 
the Clubhouse, combined with the many ladies who availed themselves on the day made it a huge 
success.  

The many mixed Sundays throughout the year are well supported with a $2 sausage sizzle after 
play.  

Presentation night was well represented with a full house and with the feedback that we have 
received from members attending they all had a good time.  
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In closing we would like to thank the Committee for their support and encouragement to us over 
the 1996 year, and we would like to congratulate all new and old members coming on to the 1997 
Ladies Committee and wish one and all the very best for the 1997 golfing season.  

 

Ladies Committee 


